Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2008  with  funding  from 

IVIicrosoft  Corporation 


http://www.archive.org/details/foxfamilynews03soci 


^r^  1  i  lyis 


Present e^^  to  the 
New  York  Public  Library 
.-^      by  the    ?0X  FAKIIY  NE'VS. 

■4  Howard  Pox,  616  Madison  Ave. 

Editor 


Vol.  3. 


JANUARY  I,   1914 


The  Two  Thomas  Foxes  of 
Early  Massachusetts 

By  Geiit-ral  Simeon  M.  hox 

The  descendants  of  Daniel  Fox  of 
East  Haddam,  Conn,  or  in  fact  of  any 
other  Fox  of  East  Haddam,  for  they  all 
descend  from  the  same  ancestor,  should 
be  careful  to  speak  of  the  American  founder 
of  their  family  as  '"Thomas  Fox  of  Con- 
cord", and  not  as  "Thomas  Fox  of  Cam- 
bridge"; for  there  were  two  distinct  per- 
sonages who  contemporarily  bore  the  same 
name  in  the  early  Massachusetts  colonies, 
and  who  now  as  a  distinguishing  mark 
have  been  designated  by  genealogists  as 
above.  Writers  of  local  histories,  compil- 
ers of  genealogies,  and  especially  the  hack 
writers  who  do  the  lines  of  the  various 
families  who  find  a  place  in  the  pretentious 
compilations  of  town  pedigrees,  perpet- 
ually confuse  the  histories  of  these  two 
men  Their  lines  are  however  reason- 
ably clear  and  distinct  when  carefully 
studied  and  checked  up  from  the  original 
records.  A  kinship  between  these  two 
men  is  often  suggested,  but  so  far  it  is 
nothing  more  than  a  suggestion,  as  no 
evidence  to  that  effect  has  been  found, 
except  the  bare  fact  that  for  a  brief  sea- 
son both  were  apparently  dwelling  in 
Concord.  Thomas  Fox  of  Concord  was 
undoubtedly  our  ancestor,  but  to  clear  the 
way  from  any  possible  confusion.  I  will 
first  take  up  Thomas  Fox  of  Cambridge, 
to  remove  him  as  a  disturbing  element 
when  it  comes  to  the  consideration  of  our 
homonymous  ancestor. 

The  two  Thomas  Foxes  were  made 
freemen  respectively  in  1638  and  1644. 
There  has  been  contradictory  speculation, 
but    the    weight  of  intelligent  opinion    is 
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that  Thomas  Fipxiof  Camburid^^hl  was 
born  about!  ifioS)  was  119^%lder  ofAldtwo 
and  that  toUfllll  ULlUIiged  llie"e'arlier  date 
of  freemanship.  Personally  I  strongly 
coincide  with  this  opinion,  as  I  have  rea- 
son to  doubt  that  our  Thomas  Fox  of  Con- 
cord had  arrived  in  New  England  at  that 
date.  Thomas  Fox  of  Cambridge  died  April 
25,  1693  aged  85  years,  so  was  born  about 
1608.  A  genealogy  of  this  family  has 
been  printed  and  stress  has  been  laid  upon 
the  tradition  that  obtains  among  the  des- 
cendants of  both  Thomas  Foxes,  of  descent 
from  the  Rev.  John  Fox,  the  martyrologist, 
but  more  especially  strong  among  the 
descendants  of  Thomas  Fox  of  Cambridge. 
In  this  genealogy  he  is  claimed  to  have 
been  a  grandson  of  the  distinguished 
scholar  and  a  son  of  "Dr.  Thomas  Fox, 
a  distinguished  physician  of  London". 
This  tradition  is  defective  to  the  extent 
that  the  Rev.  John  Fox  had  no  son  Thomas. 
"Simeon"  was  the  name  of  the  London 
physician.  He  was  the  youngest  son 
(1558-1642)  and  it  is  a  mooted  question 
whether  or  not  he  had  a  son  or  children. 
But  the  possibility  of  such  descent  yet  re- 
mains unsettled.  Thomas  Fox  of  Cam- 
bridge, sometimes  at  least  signed  with  his 
mark;  one  would  hardly  suppose  that  the 
son  and  grandson  of  such  distinguished 
scholars  would  be  illiterate  to  that  degree. 
On  the  other  hand  it  may  be  here  stated 
that  Thomas  Fox  of  Concord,  although 
"being  feeble  &  weake  in  body,"  signed 
his  will  in  an  exceedingly  neat  and  steady 
hand. 

The  first  known  wife  of  Thomas  Fox 
of  Cambridge  was  Ellen,  the  widow  of 
Percival  Green,  who  came  to  America  in 
1635.       She    is    usually    credited    as    the 
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mother  of  Jabe/,;t^je'oAly<k'nGWii  child  of 
Thomas  Fox  of  Cambridge.  This  seems 
to  me  to  be  more  than  a  doubtful  propo- 
sition. This  son  Jabez  became  the  cele- 
brated clergyman  of  Woburn,  Mass.  The 
record  obtained  from  his  old  tombstone 
that  stands  in  the  ancient  burying  ground 
at  Woburn,  is  as  follows: 

"Rev.  Jabez  Fox  died  Febiuary  2S, 
1702-3.  aged  56  years." 
He  was  therefore  born  about  1646.  Per- 
cival  Green  died  December  25,  1639  and 
his  widow  appears  in  the  succeeding 
proprietors  records  at  Cambridge  as  fol- 
lows: In  1641  as  "Hellen  Green,"  in  1645 
as  "Ellen  Green,"  on  February  23,  1648-9, 
as  "Hellen  Green",  and  the  name  of 
Thomas  Fox  appears  as  a  proprietor  in 
the  same  list.  The  marriage  contract  bet- 
ween Thomas  Fox  and  Ellen  Green  was 
dated  May  24.  1650.  As  Jabez  was  at 
least  four  years  old  at  this  date  he  was 
evidenth'  the  son  of  a  former  unknown 
wife. 

The  following  appears  in  the  records 
of  the  Cambridge  church,  as  recorded  by 
the  Rev.  Jonathan  Mitchell,  in  the  list 
designated: 

"taken  and  registered  in  ye  nth  mo., 
1658." 

"Thomas  ffoxe  &  Ellen  his  wife  in 
full  communion." 

"His  son  Jabez  baptized  in  Concord 
but  in  minority  when  his  father  joyned 
here." 

Several  genealogists  have  too  hastily 
assigned  Rebecca,  the  first  wife  of  Thomas 
Fox  of  Concord  as  a  possible  first  wife  of 
Thomas  Fox  of  Cambridge.  She  is  proved 
beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  to  have  been 
the  first  wife  of  Thomas  Fox  of  Concord. 

There  have  also  been  frequent  sug- 
gestions that  Thomas  Fox  of  Concord  was 
a  son  of  Thomas  Fox  of  Cambridge,  a 
condition  that  was  not  at  all  probable. 
Thomas  Fox  of  Concord  was  made  freeman 
certainly  as  early  as  1644.  At  this  date 
to  be  eligible  to  such  citizenship  one  must 
have  been  "orthodox,  a  member  of  the 
church,  20  years  old,  and  worth  2000 
pounds."     Thomas  Fox  of  Concord  must 


therefore  have  been  born  as  early  as  1623, 
when  Thomas  Fox  of  Cambridge  was  not 
over  fifteen  years  of  age. 

The  records  show  that  there  was  a 
Thomas  Fox,  one  of  Cradock's  men,  who 
evidently  came  in  the  fleet  with  Winthrop 
in  1630.  On  March  8,  1631  he  was  ordered 
to  be  whipped  for  "uttering  malicious 
&  scandalous  speeches  whereby  he  sought 
to  traduce  the  court,  as  if  they  had  taken 
some  bribe  in  the  business  concerning 
Walter  Palmer."  It  appears  that  on  Sept. 
28,  1630,  a  jury  had  returned  an  indict- 
ment against  W^alter  Palmer  for  man- 
slaughter because  the  "strokes"  that  he 
had  given  were  "occasionally  the  means 
of  the  death  of  Austen  Bratcher"  (Brad- 
shaw),  who  had  been  a  fellow  servant  with 
Thomas  Fox.  Palmer  had  been  tried  in 
Boston,  and  on  Nov.  9,  had  been  acquitted. 
Thomas  Fox  evidently  sympathized  with 
the  victim,  and  had  evidently  been  a  little 
free  in  the  expression  of  his  opinion. 
Criticism  of  the  courts  did  not  seem  to 
have  passed  unrebuked  in  those  days, 
especially  as  the  courts  were  the  whole 
thing  themselves  and  had  the  power  to 
retaliate  upon  their  critics.  The  ruffled 
dignity  of  the  court  was  probably  soothed 
by  the  flagellation  of  the  recalcitrant 
Thomas  and  we  may  hope  that  a  poultice 
was  forthcoming  from  some  of  the  surviv- 
ing Bradshaws  to  soothe  the  lacerated 
back.  April  i,  1634,  said  Thomas  Fox 
was  fined  for  not  responding  to  a  summons 
to  appear  as  a  witness  to  testify  against 
one  John  Lee.  March  2,  1640-1,  he  was 
enjoyned  to  pay  a  fine  or  appear  at  the 
next  term  of  the  court. 

The  record  of  this  Thomas  Fox  has 
been  variously  associated  with  the  record 
of  both  Thomas  Fox  of  Cambridge  and 
Thomas  Fox  of  Concord  as  a  possible 
prefatory  bit  of  their  early  history  in  New 
England,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  it 
does  belong  to  one  or  the  other  of  them. 
Thomas  Fox  of  Concord  was  probably 
too  young  to  meet  the  requirements,  yet 
the  stern  discipline  of  the  courts  did  not 
often  consider  years  in  meting  out  punish- 
ment  whether  the   whipping  post    or    the 
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bilboes.  Thomas  Fox  of  Cambridge 
would  have  been  about  22  years  old  in  1630 
and  citizenship  in  1638  would  just  about 
allow  for  the  lapse  of  his  seven  years  of 
indentured  servitude.  His  biographer 
contributed  the  tradition  "that  he  left 
England  in  anger  and  disgust  at  injustice 
done  him  in  a  lawsuit."  This  would  afford 
an  excellent  explanation  for  the  state  of 
mind  evidently  possessed  by  Gov.  Cra- 
dock's  pugnacious  servant. 

His  wife  Ellen  died  May  27,  16S2 
''aged  82  years,"  so  was  born  about  1600 
and  was  about  eight  years  older  than  her 
husband.  After  her  death  he  married 
Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  Charles  Chad  wick, 
who  in  turn  died  February  22,  16S4-5; 
and  on  December  16,  1685  he  again  ad- 
ventured and  married  the  widow  Rebeca 
Wyeth,  whose  previous  husbands  had 
been  Thomas  Andrews  and  Nicholas 
Wyeth.  Percival  Green  left  two  children, 
John  and  Elizabeth  who  were  born  in  this 
country-  In  after  years  they  brought 
suit  against  their  stepfather,  Thomas  Fox 
to  recover  property  claimed  to  be  theirs 
as  part  of  their  father's  estate.  They, 
however,  failed  to  recover. 

Thomas  Fox  of  Cambridge  was  evi- 
dently an  influential  citizen.  He  was  one 
of  the  board  of  selectmen  in  1652  and  re- 
peatedly held  office  thereafter  in  Cam- 
bridge. His  son  Jabez  was  one  of  the 
early  graduates  from  Harvard,  and  he  be. 
came  celebrated  as  the  clergyman  of  \Vo- 
burn,  Mass.,  whose  record  fills  a  conspic- 
uous place  in  early  New  England  History 
It  is  from  him,  as  the  only  son,  that  the 
generations  of  the  succeeding  members  of 
the  family  descend. 

It^^We  urgently  request  our  readers  to 
send  more  news  items  about  themselves. 


Mason    Trozvbridge  Jr. 
Harriet  Gibbs  Trozvbridge 


More  from  the  Bazoo. 

The /olloinine;-  additional  items  are  quoted  at 
random  from  different  luiinbers  of  Stuart' s  Bazoo. 

Mag  Hart  thumped  the  editor  last 
night. 

Bert  Fox  found  a  dead  cat  in  his 
woodshed. 

Alan  Fox  has  had  two  little  girls  vis- 
iting him. 

I  wonder  if  the  editor  will  get  a  val- 
entine tomorrow — General  Hancock  died 
last  Tuesday— Miss  Archibald,  got  wet  at 
the  frog  pond  the  other  day. 

Which  Kate  got  kissed  last  night. 

Mr.  Tom  Hogue  has  made  a  call  on 
his  friend  Webber  the  tailor. 

Big  Ned  has  a  new  pair  of  shoes, 
no  12^. 

"The  Powgoo*' 

(Helen  recently  found  little  Mason  modelling 
a  lump  of  clay  and  asted  what  he  was  doing-  tie 
refilled  that  he  was  making  a  " Pozvgoo"  and  vol- 
unteered the  following  information) 

A  Powgoo  is  an  animal  like  a  turtle 
covered  with  fur.  Injuns  shoot  the  skin 
off  and  throw  the  bones  away.  They 
never  shoot  red  Powgoos. 

Some  of  the  Powgoos  are  little  ones, 
and  the  big  ones  are  the  Mother  Powgoos. 

The  Injuns  stick  the  Powgoos  with 
sticks  and  then  keep  them  in  their  tents. 
Then  they  cut  them  up  with  knives. 

Little  Powgoos  don't  have  ears,  and 
big  Powgoos  do. 
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Family  News. 

Alice  has  a  Cadillac  tounng  car. 

'Tulsa  will",  a  song  written  by  Xellie, 
was  recently  sung  during  the  campaign 
in  Tulsa  to  raise  money  for  the  Y.M.C.A. 

Kenneth  preached  the  Annual  Sermon 
before  the  Southern  New  York  Baptist 
Association.  October  14th.  and  read  a  paper 
on  "The  intellectual  Life  of  the  Minister" 
at  the  Pastor's  conference  of  the  New  York 
Baptist  State  Convention  at  Buffalo  Octo- 
ber 21st. 

In  acknowledging  a  copy  of  our  pa- 
per, the  Rev.  John  W.  Gammack,  of  Glen 
Cove,  wrote  Uncle  George  as  follows: 
"The  present  issue  has  interested  me 
very  much.  Anne  Hutchinson  must  have 
been  one  after  my  own  mind.  She  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  suffragist  move- 
ment. She  knew  what  she  wanted  and 
got  it — after  she  was  dead — But  this  is  a 
reward  to  which  we  may  all  look  forward  I 
I  have  read  many  accounts  of  the  "Battle 
of  Gettysburg  1913"  but  none  so  vivid  or 
entertaining  as  was  yours.  I  enjoy  the 
"News"  and  I  hope  I  may  be  able  to  read 
more  of  them.  Strength  to  the  elbow  that 
writes  or  edits  them." 

We  wish  to  thank  Noel  for  his  elabo- 
rate and  accurate  index  which  includes 
practically  all  of  thenames(27i)  mentioned 
in  the  first  two  volumes  of  our  paper. 
Noel  apparently  drew  the  line  at  including 
"Satan"  and  also  omitted  the  names  of 
Elijah  and  the  Apostle  Paul.  He  letdown 
the  bars,  however,  for  John  Bunyan,  pos- 
sibly because  he  was  a  good  Baptist.  At 
a  social  gathering  of  the  people  in  the  in- 
dex, we  would  enjoy  seeing  "Pat"  O'Hara 
hobnobbing  with  John  Dryden  or  Pres. 
Elliot,  and  wonder  whether  Stolypin  would 
make  a  bigger  hit  than  "Poppy"  Vedder 
with  Mrs.  Brundage  of  sourkrout  fame. 

Uncle  George  was  unanimously  elec- 
ted an  Original  Companion,  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  New  York  Commandery 
of  the  Loyal  Legion,  an  honor  which  was 
held  by  three  of  his  brothers.  According 
to  the  requirements  for  admission  to    this 


exclusive  military  order,  a  candidate  must 
have  served  in  the  Civil  War  as  an  otBcer, 
or  must  have  served  as  an  enlisted  man 
and  later  become  an  officer  in  the  United 
States  Army.  As  Uncle  George  only  en- 
listed during  the  last  eight  months  of  the 
war.  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventeen,  he 
never  rose  higher  than  a  "high  private  in 
the  rear  ranks."  But  through  his  recent 
commisson  of  ist  Lieut,  in  the  Medical 
Reserve  Corps  he  became  an  officer  in  the 
L'nited  States  .\rmy  and  therefore  el-gible 
for  membership  in  the  Loyal  Legion.  He 
is  the  only  one  to  have  been  elected  by 
virtue  of  service  in  the  Medical  Reserve 
Corps,  establishing  a  precedent  that  is 
unique  and  that  will  seldom  it  ever  be 
followed. 

Helen  and  Mason  gave  their  "Second 
Annual"  Thanksgiving  Dinner  at  Port 
Washington  and  succeeded  in  completely 
satisfying  the  appetites  of  seventeen  hun- 
gry people.  The  party  consisted  of  Aunt 
Elizabeth.  Gertrude.  Edith.  Montague. 
"Laddie",  Miss  Cornelia  Trowbridge.  Mr. 
Alfred  B.  Mason.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
R.  Trowbridge  and  their  little  daughter 
Mary.  L'ncle  George,  Alanson  and  How- 
ard, beside  the  host  and  hostess,  and  their 
two  prize  children.  As  many  of  the  guests 
as  possible  were  taken  to  Port  Washington 
bv  Alanson  and  Howard  in  their  automo- 
biles. Of  course  we  missed  Kenneth  and 
Rachel  and  little  Marion  who  were  with 
us  last  year.  Uncle  George  led  the  sing- 
ing of  "Johnny  Smoker"  as  he  has  done 
for  nearly  thirty  five  years.  As  a  matter 
of  record  we  wish  to  note  that  Harriet 
Gibbs  Trowbridge  (aged  15  months)  took 
an  active  part  in  this  time  honored  cere- 
monv. 


Fr^ances  Hudson  Fox.  wife  of  Norman 
Wright  Fox.  died  December  19,  1913,  at 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  The  funeral  ser- 
vice was  held  at  Detroit  and  the  burial 
took  place  at  Rochester.  Michigan. 
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The  Decennial    Reunion. 

The  tenth  annual  banquet  of  our 
family  society  was  held  on  the  evening 
of  January  first  at  the  Hotel  Brevoort, 
and  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  en- 
joyable as  well  as  the  largest  gather- 
ings we  have  had,  there  being  fifty  peo- 
ple present,  including  guests.  During 
the  course  of  the  dinner,  some  of  the 
family  songs  were  sung,  and  at  the 
end  of  our  repast.  Uncle  George  act- 
ed as  the  toastmaster.  He  said 
that  our  guests  usually  wondered  why 
the  Fox  dinners  were  always  dry  din- 
ners, and  added  that  the  best  explana- 
tion had  just  been  given  him  by  a 
lady  sitting  near  him,  who  said  it  was 
because  "The  little  foxes  spoiled  the 
vines."  After  a  few  words  of  wel- 
come to  those  present  and  regrets  that 
so  many  were  kept  away  by  illness  and 
distance,  he  paid  a  tribute  to  Uncle 
Norman  for  the  brilliant  inspiration 
which  prompted  him  to  plan  and  found 
the  "Society  of  the  Descendants  of 
Norman  Fox" 

In  introducing  the  first  speaker  of 
tlie  evening  the  toastmaster  said :  "I 
cannot  help  thinking  how  short  a  time 
it  seems  since  we  were  the  youngest 
members  of  the  family  and  had'  to  wait 
for  the  second  table  ;  when  we  used  to 
cross  the  fields  together  and  my  sister 
would  run  ahead  and  shout  back  that 
the  cows  were  coming  to  eat  me  up. 
And  now  the  calendar  claims  that  we 
are  the  oldest.  As  I  think  of  the  fam- 
ily circle  of  a  generation  ago  and  of 
the  brothers  who  have  been  with  us 
and  are  gone,  I  cannot  help  paraphras- 
ing Whittier  in  saying: 
"Ah,  sister!  only  I  and  thou 
Are    left    of    all    that    circle    now." 

In  responding  to  the  toast  of  "Our 
Society,"  Aunt  Elizabeth  said  that 
while  she  was  probably  the  oldest  mem- 


ber, she  did  not  boast  of  her  age  as 
the  men  do.  She  had  been  greatly  in- 
terested some  time  ago  to  learn  that 
she  had  an  ancestor  who  had  been 
killed  by  the  Indians.  She  had  proudly 
informed  her  friends  of  this  fact  and 
was  greatly  chagrined  when  they  asked 
her  "Who  was  Anne  Hutchinson,  and 
why  did  the  Indians  kill  her?"  The 
speaker;  in  conclusion,  referred  to  the 
pioneer  work  of  Jehiel  Fox  as  a  price- 
less  legacy  to  all  of   his   descendants. 

Answering  to  the  toast  of  "Our  As- 
sociates," Mason  Trowbridge  spoke  as 
follows :  "I  dislike  to  bring  a  note  of 
discord  into  the  harmony  of  this  oc- 
casion. I  do  not  like  to  drag  from  the 
closet  the  family  skeleton  and  seat  it 
at  this  feast.  But  as  long  as  the  cause 
to  which  four  years  ago  to-night  I  dedi- 
cated my  life,  my  fortune,  my  sacred 
honor,  is  still  unrecognized,  I  must 
seize  this  opportunity  on  behalf  of  the 
associates ;  for  it  is  the  only  opportu- 
nity throughout  the  year  when  they  are 
ever  given  a  chance  to  be  heard.  I 
refer.  Sir,  to  the  unjust  and  iniquitous 
provision  in  the  Constitution  of  the  So- 
ciety by  which  the  associate  members 
are  excluded  from  all  participation  in 
its  government.  In  order  that  you  may 
understand  that  I  do  not  merely  voice 
the  sentiments  of  the  younger  hot-heads, 
but  express  those  of  many  who  have 
for  years  endured  this  wrong  in  silence, 
I  am  going  to  read  a  poem,  written,  I 
understand,  liy  either  Aunt  Cornelia  or 
Aunt  Annie  and  which  is  appropriately 
entitled 


JUSTICE. 

Upon   the   morn   of   New   Year's 
In  each  succeeding  year, 
The  Foxes    hold    a  conference 
And   come  from   far  and   near. 
Pursuant   to   the   by-laws   stern 
Which  govern  their   Society, 
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Tliose   members   only   have   a   vote 

Of   the  direct   descent   variety. 

They  are  the  ones  who  frame  the  hiws 

Which    strictly   bind   us   all, 

And  by  their  arbitrary  rules 

The  associates   enthrall. 

If  any  daughter,   still  unwed. 

Within  the   previous  year, 

Has  met  her   fate  and  to  his  suit, 

Has  lent  a  willing  ear ; 

She  may  not  of  herself  decide 

That  she  will  be  his  mate. 

But  to  this  meeting  must   submit 

The  name  of  candidate. 

And  none  in  all   the   family 

May  join  the   marriage   state, 

And    bring    to    the    Society 

A  new  Associate, 

Without  she  first  obtain  consent 

Of   Uncle   George,  our   President. 

And  let  no  one  of  you  here  think 

That  this  is  a   formality. 

The    secret    minutes    would    disclose 

Full  many  a  fatality. 

They    say    that    after   three    rebuffs 
One  poor  despairing  cousin. 
The  fourth  time  gave  the   family 
Their  choice  amongst  a  dozen  ; 
And   when  they   had   selected   one, 
An  unsuspecting  swain. 
She  then  went  out  and  married  him 
By  eminent  domain. 

And    so    this    morning    while    you    met 

In   annual   communion. 

We  held  a  great  mass   meeting 

At    historic   Cooper  Union. 

From   every  quarter  of   the   land 

Associates  were  there, 

The   author   of   these   verses   came 

And  occupied  the  chair. 

Amidst  the  throng  were  maidens, 
Each  angry  in  her  soul. 
Who  had  wens  the  hearts  of  Alan, 
Alanson,  Howard  and  Noel 
But  had  failed  to  win  the  ballot 
At  this  wretched  family  poll. 

Our   Uncle   Robert  pledged   support 
By  cable   from   Siam, 
From   Tulsa,    Xellie   telegraphed 
"A  bas  the  Sydenham." 

Now   many   plans   were   there   discussed 
And  some  were  for  a  "hike," 
And   some    proposed   that    at   this    feast 
We  trv  a  hunger  strike. 


While  some   with   stronger   appetites 
Cried  "Here's  a  wiser  plan. 
We'll    put    the     Foxes    in    a    hole 
I!y   eating  all   we   can." 
But  on  one  thing  we  all  agreed 
And  pledged  us  each  to  each. 
We   would   not  one  of  us,  if   asked. 
Consent  to  make  a  speech. " 

Clinton  Ivins  was  then  called  upon 
to  speak  for  "Our  Honorary  Mem- 
bers," and  said:  "While  realizing  the 
honor  of  being  members  in  the  So- 
ciety through  collateral  relationship, 
we  have  a  certain  feeling  of  superi- 
ority from  the  fact  that  our  descent 
is  through  Alanson  Fox,  the  oldest 
of  the  sons  of  Jehiel.  We  conse- 
quently"  ask  far  that  respect  and  de- 
ference which  is  the  proper  attitude 
of  a  younger  toward  an  older  son." 
The  speaker  then  made  a  graceful 
reference  to  Miss  Marguerite  Car- 
penter, who  was  with  us  for  the  first 
time,  and  who  had  accepted  his  pro- 
posal to  become  an  "Associate  Mem- 
ber" of  the  Society.  He  also  refer- 
red to  his  brother  Charles,  the  j'Oimg- 
est  person  present  and  said:  "If  I 
hadn't  observed  how-  heartily  he  w-as 
getting  away  with  the  good  things 
to  eat,  I  W'Ould  have  thought  he  was. 
having  almost  as  poor  a  time  as  I 
had  when  I  attended  the  first  Fox 
Dinner." 

Air.  Hamilton  Holt,  who  was  How- 
ard's roommate  at  Yale,  then  re- 
sponded to  the  toast  of  the  "Friends 
of  the  Family."  He  had  been  espe- 
cially interested  in  reading  an  ac- 
count in  the  Fox  Family  N  e  w  s- 
of  the  Thomas  Fo.xes  of  Massachu- 
setts. He  was  quite  familiar  with 
Thomas  Cats,  he  said,  but  had  never 
heard  Foxes  referred  to  in  this  way. 
Air.  Holt  w^as  also  pleased  that  How- 
ard was  now  an  editor,  because  a 
doctor-editor  was  ahvays  good  at  in- 
creasing circulation  and  besides  he  re- 
membered that  in  college  a  young 
lady  told  him  she  liked  his  room- 
mate so  much,  especially  when  he 
was   going  to  press. 

Air.  Datus  Smith,  one  of  the  best 
beloved  of  the  old  family  friends, 
v.^as  next  called  upon  and  made  some 
happy  allusions  to  his  former  asso- 
ciations with  many  members  of  the 
Society.  Tlie  following  telegram 
from  Detroit  was  now  read:  "Greet- 
ings to  all  at  the  Fox  Dinner.     Ethel 
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and  Norman,"  after  wliich  Dr.  Ed- 
ward Judson  discoursed  most  enter- 
tainingly on  various  topics  including 
tlie  ladies,  consanguinity,  the  hless- 
ings   of  age  and   Baptist  sociahles. 

A  "dog-gerel"  on  the  Foxes  was 
next  rcafl  by  Dr.  John  B.  Calvert,  a 
part   of   wliich   was   as    follows: 

A"s    for    Anniversary 
Of   Foxes   all. 
United    to-night 
In    this   banquet    Iiall. 

E   is   for   Edith. 
Young,  ■  handsome    and    gay, 
But  always   determined 
To  have   her  own   way. 

K   is   for   Kenneth 

Who's  full   of  the   dickens. 

And    never    so   happy 

As   when   feeding   his   chickens. 

M  is  for  Montague, 
Howard's    his    name. 
He   looks   awful    tierce. 
But    is    really    quite    tame. 

N  is  for   Noel 
Of  good   legal   stock, 
Whose    fees   always    give 
His    poor   clients    a    shock. 

S  is   for  Stuart 
Way  off  on  the.  coast, 
Of  whose  qualities  sterling- 
Mother  Ada  may  boast. 

Mr.  John  B.  C.  Tappan  was  then 
called  upon  for  a  speech  and  re- 
marked that  as  he  entered  the  hotel, 
the  first  person  he  saw  was  Marguer- 
ite Carpenter,  one  of  the  twenty-seven 
girls  he  loved  most.  In  answer  to 
lier  question  as  to  why  he  was  there, 
he  gave  the  following  reasons  and  in 
so  doing,  told  about  "Four  Fox  Fam- 
ily Heroes.'  '  He  said:  "One  day  last 
week  I  met  a  certain  physician  of 
this  citJ^  who  said,  AVon't  you  come 
to  the  Fox  Family  Dinner  and  speak? 
Speak  on  some  su1)ject  of  importance 
in  American  Historj',  and  by  the  way. 


liave  you  ever  noticed  that  my  mili- 
tary career  in  the  Civil  War  has  not 
received  the  historical  attention  to 
which  it  was  entitled?  Here  are 
some  notes  on  the  suliject.  "  Forty- 
eight  years  ago  at  Painted  Post  oc- 
curred the  one  event  which  more  than 
anything  else  foretold  and  brought  to 
pass  the  successful  termination  of  the 
war  and  the  restoration  of  the  Union. 
In  the  latter  part  of  December,  1864, 
George  Henry  Fox,  your  esteemed 
chairman,  enlisted  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States — shortly  thereafter  the 
war  came  to  an  end. 

A  few  blocks  further  down  I  met 
another,  younger  physician,  who  said: 
"Won't  you  come  to  the  Fox  Dinner 
and  make  a  speech?  And  by  the 
way  my  work  at  the  Gettysburg  Re- 
union last  summer  has  hardly  had 
the  attention  it  deserved  from  the  city 
press.  I  am  an  editor  myself  and 
have  done  all  I  could  in  my  own  pa- 
per, but  I  cannot  do  it  all."  How 
many  of  you  know  that  the  real  hero 
of  Gettysburg  is  sitting  with  us  now? 
He  was  with  Meade  at  Gettysburg — 
fifty  years  after.  There,  Lieuten- 
ant Fox  ran  the  Hotel  du  Fox,  equip- 
ped with  all  the  luxuries  of  life  as 
a  hospital  for  the  use  of  the  Fox 
Family  only.  There  he  entertained 
our  chairman. 

Later  I  met  a  banker  on  his  way  to 
what  he  calls  his  work,  and  he  sam 
to  me,  "Come  to  the  Fox  Family 
Dinner  and  speak.  Say  something 
about  the  Mexican  troubles  if  you 
wish.  And  have  you  noticed  that 
Gen.  O'Ryan  has  been  in  Washington 
a  lot  this  winter,  conferring  with 
President  Wilson?"  If  the  Mexican 
troubles  get  any  worse,  O'Ryan  has  it 
iixed  up  with  Wilson  that  Corporal 
Fox  of  the  Squadron  is  to  be  pro- 
moted to  Sergeant. 

Finally,  I  went  out  to  Glen  Cove 
to  see  if  the  proprietor  had  made  any 
paths  lately.  The  Fox  stable  door 
was  open.  I  went  in  and  there  I  saw 
an  old  friend,  a  real  hero.  He  was 
better  equipped  than  the  others  for 
military  service,  having  four  feet  with 
which  to  escape  from  the  enenij'.  I 
patted  him  and  said:  "This  is  the 
man  for  me.  It  was  Billy  Fox.  I 
give  30U  the  toast,  drink  it  in  pure 
Croton.      Here's   to   Billy   Fox." 
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The  toastniaster  then  introduced 
Mr.  Bainhridge  Coll>}^  and  remarked 
that  Aunt  Harriet  and  he  were  able 
to  vouch  for  his  good  Baptist  pedi- 
jjree.  his  paternal  grandfather  having 
been  Elder  Colbj'  of  Xunda.  and  his 
maternal  grandfather.  Elder  Bain- 
bridge,  of  Painted  Post.  Air.  Coll)y 
paid  a  tine  tribute  to  Aunt  Harriet 
and  said  he  felt  at  home  at  this  din- 
ner in  the  company  of  so  many  of 
his  old  friends.  He  thought,  in  faci, 
that  he  ought  to  be  a  member  of  the 
societ\-  himself,  but  as  he  was  neither 
a  Descendant  nor  an  Associate,  he 
was  unfortunatel}'  ineligible.  He  sug- 
gested that  some  new  classes  of  mem- 
bers be  established  such  as  Xon-Resi- 
dent,  Coadjutor,  or  Army  and  Xav^' 
Members.  The  speaker  sympathized 
with  Mason  in  his  protest  against  tiie 
organized  t3'rann3^  represented  l)y 
Uncle  George  as  President,  Alanson 
as  Treasurer  and  Howard  as  control- 
ler of  all  sources  of  information. 
"The  Fox  F.^MiLY  News  had  its  good 
points."  he  said,  "but  it  was  not  as 
accurate  in  it  weather  reports  as  the 
Nunda  Neius."  In  regard  to  his  Bap- 
tist antecedents,  Mr.  Colliy  said  that 
he  himself  v/as  somewhat  of  a  back- 
slider and  that  on  account  of  the  "un- 
governable hilarity  that  characterized 
their  sociables,"  he  was  led  to  resign 
from  the  Baptist  church  and  join  the 
University  Club. 

In  conclusion,  brief  remarks  were  made 
by  Mr.  James  M.  Pratt  and  Mr.  Robert 
P.  Barry,  Jr. 

The  following  members  and  guests 
were  present:  Aunt  Elizabeth,  Aunt 
Cornelia,  Aunt  Annie,  Ada,  Gertrude, 
Edith.  Adaline.  Rachel,  Helen,  Cous- 
ins Marie  and  Louise  Wait.  Cousin 
Louise  Ivins,  Hope,  Uncle  George, 
Walter,  Charles,  Alontague,  Harry, 
Howard,  Noel,  Alanson.  Mason.  Alan. 
Kenneth,  Edgar,  Clinton  and  Charles 
Ivins,  Rev.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  B. 
Calvert,  Mr.  and  Airs.  John  B.  C. 
Tappan,  Air.  and  Airs.  Bainbridge 
Colby,  Air.  and  Airs.  James  AI.  Pratt. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  R.  Trowbridge, 
Air.  and  Airs.  Robert  P.  Barry,  Jr., 
Miss  Alarguerite  Carpenter.  Mrs. 
Alatthew  Field,  Aliss  Elizabeth  Field. 
Aliss  Archibald,  Aliss  Titus,  Aliss 
Marion  Keys,  Miss  Brearly,  Dr.  G. 
Reese  Satterlee.  Air.  Datus  Smith. 
Rev.  Dr.   Edward   AI.  Judson  and  Air. 

Hamilton  Holt. 

H.  F. 
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Family  News. 

Alason  has  been  appointed  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  the  town  of  Xorth 
Hempstead. 

Uncle  Robert  has  returned  from 
Burma  and  is  spending  the  winter 
with     Aunt     Elizabeth     in     Baltimore. 

Adaline  and  Harrj'  sailed  for  Italj' 
on  February  15th,  expecting  to  return 
b}^  the   tirst  of  April. 

The  famil}'  unite  in  expressing  their 
sj'mpathy  to  X'oel  and  Alice  upon  the 
death  of  their  grandmother.  Airs. 
Caroline  C.  Bishop,  who  died  on  January 
7th   in   the  93rd  }'ear  of  her  age. 

Our  new  subscribers  for  1914  in- 
clude, Aliss  Harriet  Littleheld.  Presi- 
dent Ernest  Fox  Xichols,  Airs.  J.  B. 
C.  Tappan,  Airs.  James  AI.  Pratt  and 
Dr.   John    B.    Calvert. 

Air.  Levi  Satterlee,  who  has  been 
a  guest  at  several  of  our  banquets, 
was  recently  married  to  Aliss  Eftie 
Westlake.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Satterlee 
are  living  at  present  in  St.  Peter, 
Alinnesota. 

W^e  recently  communicated  with  the 
editor  of  the  "Chase  Chroyiide,"  and 
as  a  result,  have  agreed  to  exchangee 
our  family  periodicals.  The  Chroni- 
cle is  the  official  organ  of  a  large 
family  organization  known  as  the 
Chase-Chace  Family  Association.  The 
paper  is  published  as  an  illustrated, 
twelve-page  quarterly  and  is  now  in 
Its    fifth   volume. 
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Thomas  Fox  of  Concord,  Mass. 

by  General  Simeon  M.  Fox 
Tlic  histories  of  tlie  two  Thomas 
Foxes  of  the  early  Jjoston  colonies  have 
been  so  frequently  confused  by  histo- 
rians, that  in  speaking  of  one  it  is  often 
necessary  to  refer  to  the  other  to  clear 
the  way  for  fact ;  therefore,  when 
"Thomas  Fox  of  CiMicord,"  or  "Thomas 
Fox  of  Cambridge,"  is  hereafter  men- 
tioned they  should  be  carefully  discrimi- 
nated and  not  confused  one  with  tiie 
t)ther. 

Thomas  Fox  of  Concord  was  the  un- 
douI)ted  ancestor  of  the  "Descendants 
of  Norman  Fox."  His  history  as  pre- 
served in  the  early  records  may  be 
summed  up  \ery  briefl\'.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  church  at  Concord  as 
early  as  1640,  and  was  made  freeman  in 
in  1644.  He  had  a  wife,  Rebecca,  and 
to  her  were  born  three  children,  twin 
daughters  and  a  son.  One  daughter 
died  in  infancy.  Wife,  Rebecca,  died 
May  II,  1647,  and  Thomas  Fox  married 
second,  Decem])er  13,  1647,  Hannah,  the 
daughter  of  Henry  Brooks  of  Woburn, 
and  by  her  had  six  children.  He  died 
on  April  14,  1658,  when  his  youngest 
child  was  about  six  months  old  and  his 
eldest  about  fourteen  years.  His  will 
was  dated  January  25,  1657-8.  His  wid- 
ow  evidently  married    Lester  ;  l)e- 

came  a  widow  the  second  time,  removed 
to  New  London,  presenting  her  certifi- 
cate of  dismission  from  the  church  at 
Concord  during  the  incumbency  of  the 
Rev.  Simon  Bradstreet  at  New  London, 
1666-1683.  She  died  after  i6yo.  She 
was  mentioned  in  her  father's  will,  July 
1 8,   1682,   as   "daughter   Lestor." 

The  preserved  early  records  of  Con- 
cord, Mass.  are  very  meagre.  The 
church  records  were  first  kept  in  home- 
made books,  unbound,  and  many  of  the 
pages  became  detached  and  lost  and  the 
earliest  town  l)ook  is  missing.  Again, 
during  the  Civil  War  when  paper  stock 
became  very  scarce,  and  old  paper  ad- 
vanced to  tempting  figures,  the  thrifty 
officials  of  Concord  are  said  to  have 
marketed    manv    of    tlie   old    records    as 


junk.  Benedict  Arnold,  in  1781,  burned 
many  of  the  priceless  records  of  New 
London,  Conn.,  and  he  is  "thrice  ac- 
curst." As  to  those  officials  of  Concord, 
....  we  may  perhaps  avoid  a  breach 
of   tlie  blue   laws  by  leaving  it   unsaid. 

Thomas  Fox,  of  Concord-  tilled  the 
soil.  His  farm  land  seems  to  have  been 
located  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town. 
In  presenting  the  following  list  of  his 
children,  the  reason  that  definite  dates 
in  the  birth  record  of  four  of  them  do 
not  appear,  is  not  because  they  probably 
failed  of  record,  but  because  that  spe- 
cial page  was  lost. 

The  children  are  as  follows : 
By  the   first   wife,   Rebecca: 

Elizabeth  \   Twins,    b.    Sept.    18,    1642. 
Mary      S    Mary   died   in   infancy. 

Eliphalet,  born  about   1644. 
By  the  second  wife,  Hannah  Brooks: 

Hannah,    born    Sept.    25,    1648. 

Thomas,  born  Feb.  26,  1649-50. 

Samuel,  born  about  16^1. 

John,    Iiorn   aliout    1653. 

David,  born   aliout   1655. 

Isaac,  born  Oct.  17,  1657. 
In  substituting  a  son,  David,  in  place 
of  an  alleged  daughter.  Mary,  I  have 
corrected  an  error  that  has  obtained 
since  Mr.  Savage  published  his  great 
Genealogical  Dictionary.  He  gives  no 
son  Davitl,  l)ut  in  this  space  he  places 
a  daughter,  Mary,  who,  he  says,  "went 
to  New  London  with  Ijrothers  Samuel 
and  John  and  married  Daniel  Lester, 
Jr."  Investigation  soon  showed  me  that 
Mr.  Savage,  or  his  informant,  had  get 
liis  wires  crossed  and  I  was  alile  to  cor- 
rect as  above.  Inferential  and  corrobo- 
rating testimon>-  prove  the  existence  of 
such  a  son  David  with  reasonalile  cer- 
tainty, and  the  New  London.  Conn.,  rec- 
ords distinctly  sliow  that  Hannah  (2) 
Fox,  preceded  her  lirothers  to  New  Lon- 
don ])y  se\eral  \ears,  and  there  on  Oc- 
to1)er  I,  1668,  married  Daniel  (2)  Lester 
( .\iidrew  I),  a  fact  that  had  escaped 
Savage.  There  was  no  such  daughter 
Marv,   nor  was   there  a  "Daniel   Lester, 
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Jr.,"  for  sucli  a  daughter  Alary  to  have 
married  had  she  existed.  Daniel  Lester, 
Jr..  horn  April  15.  1676,  was  the  son  of 
Hannah  (Fox)  Lester.  He  married  Oc- 
tohcr  20,    1702,   Mary  Wells. 

Potter,  in  "Old  Families  of  Concord." 
says  that  Hannah  Brooks,  tlie  second 
wife  of  Thomas  Fox  of  Concord,  was 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  Brooks.  This 
was  a  mere  assumption  and  is  clearly 
disproved.  Also.  Mr.  Henry  llaker.  in 
his  "History  of  Montville,  Conn.,"  at- 
tempts to  give  the  genealogy  of  the 
Xew  England  Foxes.  His  attempt  is  a 
comedy  of  errors.  He  says  that  Thomas 
Fo.k's  lirst  wife  was  Rebecca  Frencli. 
Tiiis  is  possible,  but  the  author's  genius 
for  mixing  chronology  leads  me  to  tliink 
he  has  confused  a  great  grandson  of 
nearly  a  century  later,  who  bore  the 
name  Thomas  Fox,  who  did  marry  Re- 
becca French. 

Thomas  Fox.  of  Concord,  made  his 
will,  January  25,  1657-8,  and  therein  in 
appointing  the  overseers,  he   says  : 

"Also  I  appoint  &  constitute  my  Lov- 
ing uncle  Thomas  Brooks,  my  loving 
I)rethren  Moses  Wheate  &  Thomas 
Batman,  and  my  loving  ffriend  &  neigh- 
bor Robert  ffletcher  the  overseers  of 
this  my  last  will  &  testament."  The 
word  "Ijrethren"  here  evidently  referred 
to  kinship  and  not  to  church  relation- 
ship, and  indicates  that  Moses  Wheate 
and  Thomas  Bateman  were  brothers-in- 
law.  It  is  thought  that  Martha,  the 
first  wife  of  Thomas  (i)  Bateman  was 
another  daughter  of  Henry  Brooks. 
This  is  in  a  measure  confirmed,  since 
Eleazer  (2)  Bateman  (Thomas  i)  in 
a  document  calls  David  (2)  Fox  his 
"kinsman."  It  is,  however,  very  improb- 
able that  Tamsen,  the  wife  of  Moses 
Wheate,  was  also  a  daughter  of  Henry 
Brooks.  The  alternatives  would  be  that 
Rebecca,  the  first  wife  of  Thomas  Fox 
was  a  sister  of  Moses  Wheate,  or  that 
Tamsen,  the  wife  of  Moses  Wheate, 
was  a  sister  of  Thomas  Fox,  or  that 
Thomas  Fox  and  Moses  Wheate  had 
married  sisters  (French?).  There  is  a 
suggestion  that  Thomas  Fox  and  Moses 
Wheate     were     possibly     kindred     with 


Ambrose  Martin  of  Concnrd.  Joshua 
Wheate,  aged  17,  caim-  in  thr  I-:iizal)elli 
in  1635,  certified  iindiT  a  certificate  of 
conformity  fnuii  the  iiiiiiistcr  oi  St. 
Saviour's.  Southwark,  London.  Joshua 
Wheate.  in  1O40,  transferred  his  lands 
to  his  brother  Moses,  on  condition  tliat 
ho,  Moses,  would  relinquish  his  riglit  to 
any  legacy  from  his  father.  Joshua 
Wheate  returned  to  England.  The  par- 
ish registers  of  St.  Saviour's.  South- 
wark, show  many  of  the  family  names 
of  Fox,  Martin,  Fletcher,  French,  etc., 
which  names  appear  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Concord.  It  is  not  improbable 
tiiat  an  investigation  of  the  records  of 
St.  Saviour's.  Soutlnvark.  etc..  would  dis- 
close the  English  habitat  of  tliese  fami- 
lies. 

Thomas  Fox  "although  feble  &  weake 
in  body  butt  of  sound  mind  &  memory" 
signs  his  will  with  a  neat  and  steady 
hand,  and  on  the  wax  seal  is  impressed 
a  coat-of-arms.  The  impression  is  quite 
small.  l)ut  enlarged  by  photography  and 
under  a  strong  glass,  the  coat-of-arms 
shows  a  strong  similarity  to  the  arms  of 
the  Bulkeley  family.  As  the  Rev.  Ed- 
ward Bulkeley  was  one  of  the  witnesses 
to  the  will,  and  very  probably  drew  the 
will  also,  it  is  possible  that  he  used  his 
own  seal  to  make  the  impression.  An 
application  to  the  Herald's  College,  Lon- 
don, would  probably  settle  this  question. 
The  coat-of-arms,  as  developed,  appears 
to  be  three  bulls'  heads,  caboched  around 
a  chevron. 

The  will  of  Thomas  Fox  of  Concord, 
further   states  : 

"Also  the  overseers  shall  have  power 
to  dispose  of  all  my  Children  to  trades 
&  abroad  as  they  shall  see  cause,  only 
my  sd  wife  Hannah  hath  liberty  to 
choose  any  one  of  them  I  had  by  her 
to  continue  with  her." 

How  all  tlie  children  were  disposed 
of  during  their  minority  will  ever  remain 
a  mystery,  but  it  is  probable  that 
David  went  to  his  grandfather,  Henry 
Brooks,  or  to  one  of  his  Brooks'  uncles 
in  Woburn.  that  Isaac  eventually  found 
a  home  with  his  uncle  Timothy  (2) 
Brooks   in   Billerica.     Eliphalet.   the  eld- 
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est  siiii,  1)\-  tlie  will.  e\'ciitually  suc- 
CL'odi'd  ti)  ;l11  tlu-  rral  estate.  Ik'  ali)iu' 
reinaiiud  in  Concord  to  perpetuate  tlie 
name   in   eastern  Massachusetts. 

Elizal)eth  (2)  Fox,  married,  October 
3,  1665,  John  Ball  of  VVatertown,  as  his 
second  wife.  The\-  had  a  son  Joseph, 
l)orn  March  12,  1670.  All  three,  father, 
motiier  and  son,  were  killed  iiy  the  In- 
dians during-  the  massacre  at  Lancaster, 
Mass.,  February  10,  1675. 

Eliphalet  married,  October  26,  1665, 
Mary,  daughter  of  George  Wheeler,  of 
C"()ncord,  and  by  her  had  six  children: 
Thomas,  Eliphalet,  .Samuel,  Mary,  Joseph 
and  Benoni.  (Savage  gives  two  sons' 
named  "Joshua"  and  no  son  Joseph 
Joseph  should  be  substituted  as  above.) 
The  first  wife,  Mary  Wheeler,  died  Feb- 
ruary 24,  167Q,  and  he  married,  second, 
November  30,  1681,  Mary,  widow  of 
Isaac  Hunt  and  daughter  John  and  Ann 
(How)  Stone.  By  her  he  had  two  sons, 
John  and  Nathaniel.  The  second  wife 
died  and  he  married,  tliird,  April  15, 
1702,  Mary,  the  widow  of  Robert  Co- 
burn,  and  the  daughter  of  Edward  Bish- 
op, of  Beverly.  Eliphalet  (2)  Fox  died 
August  15,  171 1.  His  widow  married, 
third,  Joseph  Lee,  and  fourth,  Daniel 
Hoar. 

The  children  of  Thomas  Fox  of  Con- 
cord by  his  second  wife,  Hannah  Brooks, 
with  the  exception  of  David,  seem 
eventually  to  have  found  their  way  to 
New  London,  Conn.,  where  they  settled 
and  married  and  brought  up  their  fami- 
lies. 

Miss  Caulkins,  in  her  "History  of  New 
London,"  is  very  often  superficial  in 
her  sketches  of  family  history,  and  she 
is  frequently  erroneous.  She  mentions 
only  Samuel  and  John  Fox.  The  earl- 
ier coming  of  their  sister,  Hannah,  and 
her  marriage  to  Daniel  (2)  Lester,  and 
the  later  coming  of  their  younger  broth- 
er, Isaac  Fox,  with  his  family  from 
Medford,  Mass..  were  facts  that  en- 
tirely escaped  her.  Mr.  Henry  Baker, 
in  his  "History  of  Montville,  Conn.," 
attempts  a  more  pretentious  genealogi- 
cal record  of  the  Foxes  of  New  Lon- 
don,   and   the    result   is    a   painful    mass 


of  errors.  Isaac  (2)  Fox  and  his  fam- 
ily- are  not  at  all  comprehended,  and  he 
tries  to  account  f(»r  the  father  and  chil- 
dren as  offspring  of  .Samuel,  and  he  goes 
so  far  in  one  instance  as  to  consolidate 
a  father,  son  and  nephew  bearing  the 
name  of  Isaac,  into  one  composite  in- 
dividual. Miss  Caulkins  says,  in  check- 
ing up  the  later  arrivals  in  the  colony 
in   New  London   (p.  264)  : 

"Fox,  two  brothers,  Samuel  and  John, 
about    1675." 

Later  (p.  370)  she  presents  a  more 
detailed  account  giving  some  real  facts, 
liut  still  alloyed  In'  a  few  errors.  I 
will  endeavor  to  give  a  more  accurate 
account,  not  going  very  deep  in  detail, 
as  I  hope  sometime  later  to  write  more 
comprehensively  of  our  ancestors  who 
apparently  drifted  down  one  I)y  one 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  New  London 
colony.  They  were  all  children  of 
Thomas  Fox  of  Concord,  liy  his  sec- 
ond   wife.    Hannah    Brooks. 

Hannah  (2)  Fox  was  apparently  at 
New  London  several  years  before  her 
brothers,  Samuel  and  John,  who  came 
about  1675.  She  is  recorded  by  Daniel 
Wetherell  as  having  been  married  by  him 
on  October  i,  1688,  to  Daniel  Lester,  the 
son  of  Andrew  (i)  Lester  of  New  London. 
She  may  have  come  from  Concord  with 
the  widow  Grace  Bulkeley,  about  1662, 
being  apprenticed  in  accordance  with  her 
father's  will.  Or  it  is  possible  that  the 
widow  Hannah  Fox  of  Concord  became 
about  1661  the  third  and  last  wife  of 
Andrew  (i)  Lester  of  New  London  and 
was  known  thereafter  in  the  New  London 
records  as  "Ann"  or  "Anna",  which  names 
often  appear  as  variants  of  Hannah. 
Henry  Brooks  in  his  ^vill  mentions  his 
"daughter  Lester"  and  in  a  court  record  of 
the  year  1663  Andrew  (i)  Lester  refers  to 
his  "son-in-law  T.  ffoxe"  (that  is,  step-son). 
Daniel  (2)  Lester  and  wife  Hannah 
Fox  settled  upon  land  located  in  the 
"Great  Neck"  or  "."eneral  Neck",  south 
of  New  London  village.  Their  children 
were  Ann,  Hannah,  Elizabeth,  Daniel, 
John  and  Thomas. 

Thomas  (2)  Fox  probably  was  living 
as  late  as  1663  at  New  London.  He  then 
disappears  from  the  records.      Andrew  (i) 
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Lester  had  three  children  by  his  last  wife 
Anna;  Timothy  1662,  Joseph  1664,  and 
Benjamin  1666.     He  died  June  1669. 

Samuel  (2)  Fox  attained  his  ma- 
jority about  1672,  and  also  his  freedom 
from  indentured  service.  He  probalily 
came  down  to  New  London  soon  after. 
He  was  a  Connecticut  soldier  iti  the 
Kins  Philip's  War  in  1675-6.  and  shared 
in  the  \'oluntown  grant  in  1696.  He 
married  first.  March  30.  1675-6.  Mary, 
the  daughter  of  Andrew  (i)  Lester,  and 
the  sister  of  Daniel  Lester,  the  husband 
of  Hannah  (2)  Fox.  He  married  sec- 
ond, about  1684.  Joanna ,  probably 

Joanna  Way.  the  daughter  of  George 
Way  of  Providence.  R.  L  He  married, 
third,  about  1690,  Bathshua  Rogers,  at 
time  of  marriage,  the  widow  of  Richard 
Smith.  He  married,  fourth.  August  g. 
17x5.  the  widow,  Esther  Andrews, 
who  appears  in  the  marriage 
record  as  Hester  Allen.  His  children 
w-ere  by  first  wife.  Eliza1)eth.  Hannah 
(or  Anna,  or  Ann.  so  variously  written; 
and  Samuel,  the  elder.  r)y  the  second 
wife  Joanna.  Isaac  and  Benjamin.  By 
the  third  wife,  Samuel  the  jounger.  It 
will  be  observed  that  he  named  two  sons 
Samuel  w-ho  were  both  living  and  later 
distinguished  as  above. 

John  (2)  Fox  may  have  come  with 
his  brother  Samuel,  or  possibly  followed 
a  year  or  two  later.  He  married  at  Xew 
London,  first.  June  28.  1678.  Sarah,  the 
daughter  of  Greenfield  Larrabee.  He 
married,  second,  about  1690,  Hannah  Is- 
bell,  at  time  of  marriage,  the  widow  of 
Thomas  Stedman.  He  married,  third, 
aliout  1707,  Susanna,  the  daughter  of 
Ralph  Parker,  at  time  of  marriage,  the 
widow  of  Thomas  Forster.  He  married, 
fourth.   October.  1719,  Mary   (4)   Lester 

She    was    fifty    years    younger 

than  her  husband,  and  the  granddaugh- 
ter of  his  sister  Hannah.  His  children 
were,  by  first  wife,  John,  Thomas,  Jona- 
than and  Benjamin;  by  second  wife, 
Hannah ;  by  fourth  wife,  two  children, 
both    dying   young. 

David  (2)  Fox  was  the  only  child 
of  Thomas  Fox  of  Concord,  by  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Hannah  Brooks,  who  did  not 


come  to  Xew  London.  He  was  upon 
the  tax  list  at  Woburn,  Mass.,  in  1677. 
He  married  there,  January  10,  1678. 
Lydia  Jaquith.  but  no  children  arc  re- 
corded as  born  Vi  tliem.  In  1(^)74.  his 
l)rother.  John  appears  to  have  been  with 
him  at  Woburn.  It  is  not  improbable 
that  John  had  returned  to  Massachusetts 
for  a  few  years,  but  if  so  he  returned 
to  Xew  London  before  1690.  David  was 
in  the  Quebec  Expedition  in  1690,  for  in 
1738  Eleazer  Bateman,  as  his  "kinsman" 
was  a  claimant  for  his  rights  accruing 
therefrom.  In  1694,  he  was  living  in 
Charlestown,  in  the  part  now  Stoneham. 
He  appears  to  have  married,  second, 
Mary,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Hayward 
(sometimes  written  "Howard")  of  Mai- 
den. In  1694.  and  in  1695,  he  sold  land 
in  Charlestown.  Xo  further  record  has 
been  found.  He  had  a  son  David,  born 
Sept.   7.   1694. 

Isaac  (2)  F'lx  married  in  Billerica. 
July  18.  1678.  Aliigail  Osborn.  He  im- 
mediately settled  at  Medford.  Mass , 
where  his  children  were  born.  In  169S, 
he  bought  land  down  in  the  Great  Xeck 
at  Xew  London,  wdiere  he  had  evidently 
removed  with  his  family.  He  located 
near  his  brothers.  His  cousin,  Henry 
Brooks  evidently  removed  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  Xew  London  at  the  same 
time.  His  wife  died  March  12,  1718,  andhe 
married,  second,  intentions  September  4 
1720.  Elizabeth  Beelie.  His  children 
were  (all  by  first  wife),  John  (died 
young).  Abigail.  Hannah  (died  young), 
John  2nd..  Samuel.  Elienezer  and 
Thomas. 

The  daughter,  Sarah,  that  had  been 
assigned  to  John  (2)  Fox  is  a  posi- 
tive fiction.  There  was  no  such  daugh- 
ter. The  daughter,  Abigail,  that  is  so 
persistently  assigned  to  Samuel  (2)  Fox 
is  also  a  fiction.  This  error  grew  out 
of  the  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  Isaac 
(2)  Fox  came  to  Xew^  London  with  his 
family  and  was  an  attempt  to  find  a 
parentage  for  the  Abigail  Fox  who,  on 
August  28,  1701,  married  Charles  Hill, 
Tr.  This  Abigail  was  the  unmistakeable 
daughter  of  Isaac   (2)   Fox. 
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Norman  Fox* 

1792— 1863 
by  Norman  Fox,  Jr. 

NORMAN  FOX,  son  of  Jehiel  and 
Jerusha  (Baldwin)  Fox,  was  born  at  Hoo- 
sick,  N.  Y.  September  17th,  1792,  the  fam- 
ily removing  in  1797  to  Chester,  in  what 
is  now  Warren  Co. 

His  classical  education  was  pursued 
at  Granville  Academy,  the  principal  of 
which  was  Salem  Town,  LL.  D.  whose 
spelling  book  and  other  educational  works 
made  him  widely  known  in  the  earlier  half 
of  the  last  century.  Bright  young  men 
were  drawn  to  his  instructions,  one  of 
Fox's  schoolmates  being  Samuel  Nelson, 
afterwards  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States. 

In  1813  he  entered  Union  College  at 
Schenectady  where  Eliphalet  Nott  had  not 
long  before  begun  the  half  century  term  of 
service  which  makes  him  remembered  as 
one  of  the  greatest  of  the  college  presidents 
of  the  United  States.  The  buildings  "on 
the  hill"  had  not  been  erected,  the  institu- 
tion occupying  the  old  "West  College" 
now  taken  down.  When  it  was  used  by 
the  Union  School  his  children  found  one 
day  in  the  belfry  his  name  which  he  had 
cut  in  the  woodwork  half  a  century  before. 
During  his  Sophomore  year,  on  the  death 
of  his  brother  Solyman,  he  was  called 
home  by  his  father  to  assist  in  business 
affairs  and  did  not  return  to  complete  his 
course. 

When  the  British  made  their  invasion 
at  Plattsburgh  he  went  as  Ensign  in  one 
of  the  regiments  of  militia  which  marched 
thither  to  take  part  in  the  defence.     The 


detachment  did  not  reach  Plattsburgh  till 
the  battle  was  over  though  they  got  with- 
in sound  of  the  firing  and  were  present 
the  next  day  at  the  ceremonial  of  the 
burial  of  Downey,  the  British  commander. 
The  members  of  the  regiment  were  after- 
wards given  land  warrants  and  pensions. 
Later  he  held  other  positions  in  the  militia 
up  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel,  his 
commissions  making  an  interesting  array 
of  autographs  of  earlier  governors  of  New 
York. 

With  his  older  brother  Alanson  he  en- 
gaged in  commercial  operations.  It  was 
not  easy  to  make  business  profitable  in 
those  days.  There  was  next  to  no  specie 
in  circulation,  so  that  the  merchant  had 
to  part  with  his  goods  for  farm  produce 
or  whatever  else  the  customer  could  offer 
and  it  required  great  labor  and  close  cal- 
culation to  turn  this  into  money  or  man- 
ageable property.  It  was  not  easy  to  get 
rich  then  any  more  than  now.  The  broth- 
ers however  carried  on  successfully  a  large 
business  for  that  time.  They  were  espec- 
ially prominent  in  lumber  manufacturing, 
introducing    new    methods    of   operation. 

He  also  engaged  quite  extensively  in 
politics.  He  was  an  adherent  of  the  party 
of  Jefferson  and  Jackson,  then  called  the 
Republican  party.  For  four  years  in  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  he  represented 
Washington  County,  and  Warren,  after 
the  latter  was  set  off  therefrom.  He  also 
served  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  county 
court.  He  was  nominated  for  the  legisla- 
ture three  other  years  in  which  he  was 
defeated.  One  of  the  candidates  opposed 
to  him  was  Judge  William  Hay  of  Glens 
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Falls  and  afterwards  of  Saratoga  Springs, 
long  a  prominent  member  of  the  bar  of 
northern  New  York.  The  old  newspapers 
reveal  the  fact  that  there  was  fierce  excite- 
ment and  intense  bitterness,  at  least  of 
language,  in  the  politics  of  that  day. 

An  especial  service  in  the  legislature 
which  he  rendered  to  his  constituents  was 
the  securing  of  the  passage  of  a  law  mak- 
ing navigable  the  Glens  Falls  feeder  of  the 
Champlain  Canal.  A  public  dinner  was 
given  him  at  Glens  Falls  in  recognition 
of  his  successful  exertions. 

But  other  than  business  and  political 
interests  began  to  demand  his  thought. 
When  approaching  thirtj^  years  of  age  he 
made  a  profession  of  religion  and  united 
with  the  Baptist  church  of  which  his  fath- 
er had  been  so  long  Pastor.  He  was  made 
clerk  of  the  church  and  afterwards  a  dea- 
con and  in  the  absence  of  a  regular  min- 
ister he  sometimes  conducted  the  church 
services.  The  brethren  urged  him  to  take 
position  formally  as  a  preacher  but  for  a 
long  time  he  declined  to  do  so.  In  the 
Legislature  an  attempt  was  made  to  unseat 
him  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a  Minister 
of  the  Gospel  and  thus  under  the  Consti- 
tution then  in  force,  ineligible  to  civil  office. 
The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
matter  reported  in  his  favor  (Document 
No.  376,  in  Assembly,  April  2nd,  1S30) 
but  on  the  i6th  of  March  1S31,  he  was 
formerly  ordained  to  the  ministry  and 
though  nearly  forty  years  of  age  entered 
on  a  new  career.  He  retired socompletely 
from  politics  as  never  even  to  vote  during 
all  the  time  that  he  was  pastor  of  a  church, 
thinking  that  he  could  exert  a  greater 
moral  influence  even  in  civic  affairs  if  he 
held  himself  entirely  aloof  from  party 
affiliations.  After  retirement  from  the  min- 
istry he  voted  again. 

He  served  as  pastor  of  the  Adamsville 
church  for  three  years,  of  the  Kingsbury 
church  three  years,  and  twelve  years  (1S38 
to  1S50)  in  Ballston  Spa,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  ill  health  forbade  his  continu- 
ing longer  in  active  ministry.  He  was  a 
man  of  saintliness,  commanding  the  res- 


pect of  the  world,  while  members  of  his 
flock  spoke  his  name  with  the  bated  breath 
of  the  profoundest  reverence.  He  was  a 
preacher  of  ability,  many  of  his  discourses, 
for  instance  his  sermon  at  Ballston  Spa  on 
the  death  of  Andrew  Jackson,  creating  a 
deep  impression.  A  great  many  were  bap- 
tized by  him  on  profession  of  their  faith. 

He  was  a  man  of  practical  sagacity 
as  well  as  pious  intentions  and  thus  he 
did  blessed  work  as  a  peace  maker.  In 
the  days  of  his  earlier  ministry  the  Baptist 
churches  of  the  region  were  distracted  by 
the  controversy  regarding  Free  Masonry, 
congregations  being  rent  in  twain  and 
rival  organizations  established.  The 
church  at  Kingsbury  had  been  thus  divi- 
ded and  there  were  two  conflicting  bodies. 
But  he  commanded  so  general  a  respect 
that  each  congregation  was  willing  to 
make  him  its  pastor  and  thus  being  at  the 
head  of  both  parties  he  was  at  last  able 
to  bring  them  together  again  as  one. 
There  were  also  two  Associations  covering 
the  same  territory,  the  Washington  and 
Bottskill,  divided  on  the  same  issue. 
After  a  time  however,  he  and  a  few  other 
broad  minded  men  succeeded  in  bringing 
together  the  conflicting  bodies  and  at  a 
convention  of  which  he  was  the  Moderator, 
there  was  formed  the  Washington  Union 
Association  of  the  present  day,  the  second 
word  in  the  title  of  which  is  a  historic  trace 
of  that  old  controversy  now  happily  for- 
gotten. 

When  approaching  sixty  years  of  age 
he  was  obliged  to  resign  his  pastorate  and 
give  up  continued  work  in  the  ministry. 
He  suffered  from  a  cancerous  growth  in 
his  cheek  which  was  removed  by  a  noted 
surgeon,  Dr.  Alden  March  of  Albany. 
This  recurred  later  and  while  it  did  not 
cause  his  death,  it  doubtless  shortened  his 
days. 

After  giving  up  the  labors  of  the  min- 
istrv  he  engaged  once  more  in  the  lumber 
business.  With  William  Anglin  of  Kings- 
ton, Canada,  he  built  and  conducted  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Fox  and  Anglin,  a 
large  establishment  at  Brewer's  Mills,  and 
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with  Isaiah  Blood  of  Ballston  Spa  and  O. 
M.  Bond  of  Sandy  Hill,  under  the  name 
Blood,  Bond  and  Co.,  another  at  Kingston 
Mills,  both  on  the  Rideau  Canal.  With 
Higbie,  Hammond  &  Co.  of  Albany  he 
engaged  in  lumber  manufacturing  at  York 
in  Canada,  west  of  Buffalo  and  he  also 
built  a  large  mill  at  Napanee,  Canada. 
He  also  purchased  the  Gang  Mills  on  the 
Tioga  River  near  Painted  Post,  Steuben 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  with  Abijah  Weston  and 
Carlos  Bronson,  his  sons  Alanson  and 
Charles  afterwards  becoming  members  of 
the  firm,  under  the  name  Fox,  Weston 
and  Bronson,  carried  on  a  very  extensive 
and  profitable  business.  His  remark  was 
however,  that  if  he  could  only  regain  his 
health  he  would  give  up  all  his  business 
operations  and  engage  in  the  ministry 
once  more. 

In  his  early  life  he  was  a  great  hunter 
and  in  after  years  his  children  used  to  be 
wonderfully  entertained  by  his  stories  of 
deer  hunting  around  Lake  Brant  and  other 
districts  in  Warren  County,  and  about 
the  dogs  which  followed  him.  When  up- 
wards of  fifty  he  went  with  a  party  into 
the  wilderness  of  Hamilton  County  and 
the  deer  he  brought  out  showed  that  the 
years  had  not  impaired  the  keenness  of 
his  sight  nor  the  steadiness  of  his  hand. 
In  1851  he  removed  from  Ballston 
Spa  to  Schenectady  and  in  i860  to  the 
Gang  Mills  where  he  died,  October  3rd, 
1863.  He  was  buried  at  Painted  Post  but 
some  years  afterwards  his  remains  were 
removed  to  Ballston  Spa  and  laid  beside 
the  graves  of  his  first  wife  and  his  daught- 
er Adaline. 

When  he  was  in  the  Legislature  at 
Albany  two  portraits  of  him,  one  on  ivory 
and  the  other  on  card  board  were  painted 
by  George  Catlin,  a  noted  artist  of  that 
time. 


OLD  FA  MIL  V  PORTRAITS 

I 

Mary  Elizabeth  Fox  {Mac  Arthur) 

and  George  Hetiry  Fox. 

Family  Anecdotes. 

I 

One  time  when  Ada  Fox  was  visiting 
Miss  Hattie  Gibbs  at  Nunda,  her  pertness 
and  mischievous  tendencies  were  as  usual 
unrestrained.  During  an  after  dinner  con- 
versation Mrs.  Gibbs  casually  put  herarms 
upon  the  table.  Our  young  Miss  noting 
quickly  what  she  had  been  told  was  a 
breach  of  etiquette  and  quite  forgetful  that 
little  girls  should  be  seen  and  not  heard, 
pointed  at  her  hostess  and  called  out  re- 
provingly, "Elbows!  Elbows!"  During 
the  evening  a  loud  cackling  of  poultry 
was  suddenly  wafted  on  the  night  air 
through  the  open  windows.  Upon  the 
family  rushing  out  of  doors  it  was  discov- 
ered that  Ada  had  procured  a  long  stick 
and  deaf  to  the  remonstrance  of  an  indig- 
nant "hired  man"  was  joyously  poking 
the  chickens  out  of  the  trees  where  they 
had  been  comfortably  roosting,  etc.  etc. 
Leaving  for  home  next  day  she  was  great- 
ly missed. 
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Family  News. 

Aunl  Cornelia  recently  took  a  trip  to 
Washington   with  Miss    Cornelia    Fulton. 

Stuart  and  Howard  Freeman  expect 
to  come  East  in  June  for  their  triennial  at 
Yale. 

Aunt  Harriet  expects  to  go  to  Glen 
Cove  about  the  middle  of  May  and  would 
be  very  pleased  to  receive  letters  from  any 
members  of  the  family. 

Norman  writes  that  he  and    his    son 

Charles  have  been  spending  the   winter  in 

the  South.     He  has  sold  his  home  in  Man- 

.stique  and  will  soon  move  to  Detroit. 
I      ^ 

Gertrude  sails  on  May  30th  on  the 
steamer  Friedrich  Wilhelm  to  attend  a 
conference  at  Stockholm  of  the  World's 
Committee  of  the  Young  Women's  Christ- 
ian Association. 

Ada  writes  that  "Edgar  spent  his 
spring  vacation  with  his  parents  when  he 
was  not  in  Morristown,  or  East  Orange 
or  Philadelphia  or  New  York  or  on  the 
train  or  in  the  dentists  chair." 

Harry  and  Adaline  have  returned  from 
their  trip  abroad  where  they  visited  Al- 
giers, Naples,  Rome,  Venice,  Monte  Carlo 
and  Paris.  In  spite  of  a  very  stormy 
passage  they  both  proved  to  be  good  sail- 
ors. 

Kenneth  has  been  elected  chairman  of 
the  Suffield  Social  Welfare  Committee 
which  is  interested  in  the  Boy  Scouts. 
Camp-fire  girls,  playground  work  of  the 
town  and  a  sewing  school  with  seventy 
pupils.  Rachel  is  superintendent  of  the 
sewing  school  and  has  helped  start  a  branch 
in  West  Suffield.  Kenneth  expects  to  take 
part  in  the  encampment  of  the  First  Bri- 
gade N.  G.  N.  Y.  at  Fishkill,  July  10  to 
19th. 

We  take  the  liberty  of  quoting  from 
a  letter  written  by  Anna  from  Aurora, 
Nevada  where  she  and  Bert  have  been 
spending   the    winter.     The  letter  reads ;- 


"We  have  had  a  wonderfully  pleasant 
winter  out  here  in  a  real  camp,  electric 
lights  and  a  bath  room,  though  thirty 
eight  miles  from  the  railroad,  and  with 
coyotes,  rabbits,  California  quail  and 
Indians  galore.  I  have  always  wanted  to 
try  this  kind  of  a  life  and  find  it  fascinating. 
The  sun  is  brilliant  every  day  so  we  are 
out  constantly  even  if  the  snow  does  stay 
on  the  ground  and  we  have  on  our  snow 
shoes  all  the  time  unless  we  are  toboggan- 
ing or  on  skis.  Skiing  is  wonderful  sport 
but  a  little  dangerous  on  these  hills. 
This  is  Mark  Twains  old  town  of  Esmer- 
elda  in  "Roughing  It"  and  I  find  that  he 
and  Bret  Harte  have  not  overdrawn  the 
life  at  all.  We  leave  here  in  June  and 
may  stay  at  Lake  Tahoe  for  the  summer, 
or  some  other  resort,  then  go  to  Colorado 
Springs  in  the  fall." 

Many  of  the  family  who  have  enjoyed 
Madame  Belluc's  charming  hospitality  at 
Neuilly,  will  be  interested  to  read  the  fol- 
lowing extract  of  a  letter  written  by  her 
to  Cousin  Louise  Wait.  The  "friend  of 
thirteen  years  ago"  is  Adaline,  while  Harry 
is  the  "mari"  who  is  so  highly  compli- 
mented. If  you  can't  read  French  get 
Aunt  Cornelia  to  help  you:- 

"Nous  avons  ete  tres  enchantes  de 
revoir  notre  amie  d'ily  a  13  ans  et  nous 
avons  pu  faire  la  connaisance  de  son  cher 
mari.  Comme  je  lui  ai  dit  hier  soit  il  est 
"pure  gold".  Elle  semble  d'ailleurs  la 
plus  heureuse  des  femmes.  Elle  n'a  pas 
change,  toujours  gaie,  vivante,  aimable 
et  bonne.  Nous  avons  eu  le  plaisir  de 
diner  avec  eux  hier  soir.  lis  quittent 
Paris  demain,  a  notre  grand  regret.  J'ai 
ete  si  contente  d'avoir  des  details  sur  vous 
tous,  vousetvotre  soeur,  Mrs.  Trowbridge 
et  les  bebes,  votre  cousin  Noel  et  meme 
les  Ivins.  le  viens  meme  de  lire  le  jour- 
nal de  la  famille  Fox,  tres  spirituel  et 
tres  amusant.  Nous  avons  parle  de  tout 
le  monde,  aussi  de  Mrs.  Howard  et  de 
Miss  Mac.\rthur." 


Vol.3 


JULY  1    1914 


No.  4 


Plattsburg,  J8I4-I9J4. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  incidents 
in  the  life  of  Norman  Fox  was  his  brief 
service  in  the  War  of  1S12.  In  the  year 
1814  Major  General  Prevost.  commanding 
14000  British  soldiers  most  of  whom  were 
veterans  of  the  Napoleonic  wars,  invaded 
northern  New  York  in  cooperation  with  a 
British  fleet  on  Lake  Champlain  under 
Commodore  Downie.  The  Americans  had 
at  Plattsburg  about  1500  regulars  under 
Brig.  Gen.  Macomb  and  a  fleet  under  Com- 
modore Macdonough  and  the  inilitia  of 
the  adjacent  counties  of  New  York  and 
Vermont  were  called  out  to  help  repel  the 
invasion. 

At  this  time  Norman  Fox  was  living 
at  Chester,  Warren  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  not  quite  22  years  old.  He  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  Captain  Salmon  Farr,  Jr.'s, 
company  of  the  Twenty-third  Regiment 
of  New  York  Militia  from  Washington  and 
Warren  Counties  and  was  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  on  Sep- 
tember gth,  1814.  The  statement  in  the 
Fox  Society  booklet  of  1906  and  in  the  last 
number  of  the  News  (page  13)  that  he  was 
an  officer  in  the  war  is  wrong  although 
in  later  years  he  held  commissions  in  the 
same  regiment.  The  regiment  had  no  un- 
iforms but  Norman  Fox  carried  his  own 
flintlock  musket  and  his  mother  made  him 
a  knapsack. 

In  the  meantime  the  invading  army 
on  September  sixth  occupied  Plattsburg 
where  their  advance  was  checked  by  the 
Americans  who  were  intrenched  on  South 
bankoftheSaranac  River.  The  British  then 
waited  for  the  assistance  of  theirfleet  which 


arrived  on  the  eleventh.  By  that  time  the 
Americans  had  been  reenforced  by  3200 
militia  from  Vermont  and  from  Clinton 
and  Essex  Counties  of  New  York  but  the 
militia  from  Washington  and  Warren 
Counties  had  not  yet  arrived. 

On  September  eleventh  the  British 
fleet  attacked  the  American  ships  in  Cum- 
berland Bay  off  Plattsburg  while  at  the 
same  time  the  British  army  attempted  to 
force  a  crossing  of  the  Saranac.  The  re- 
sult of  the  naval  battle  was  the  surrender 
of  the  four  larger  British  vessels  and  the 
flight  of  the  smaller  ones.  Commodore 
Downie  was  among  the  killed.  On  shore 
the  attack  of  the  British  army  was  repulsed 
at  Plattsburg  village  although  on  account 
of  their  superior  numbers  their  right  wing 
succeeded  in  crossing  the  river  at  a  ford 
three  miles  from  its  mouth.  When  Gen. 
Prevost  learned  of  the  American  naval 
victory  he  lost  hope  of  success  and  after 
dark  he  commenced  a  retreat  towards  Can- 
ada with  such  haste  that  he  left  behind 
his  wounded  and  much  of  his  supplies. 

The  Twentj -third  New  York  Regiment, 
which  was  hastening  by  forced  marches 
to  reenforce  Macomb's  army,  did  not  reach 
Plattsburg  until  the  British  had  retreated. 
The  tradition  in  our  family  says  that  Nor- 
man Fox  was  near  enough  on  the  day  of 
the  battle  to  hear  the  firing  in  the  distance 
and  that  after  reaching  Plattsburg  his  reg- 
iment helped  bury  the  dead.  He  was 
present  at  the  burial  in  the  Plattsburg 
Cemetery  of  Commodore  Downie  and  the 
other  officers  killed  on  both  sides.  After 
the  British  were  again  in  Canada  and  the 
danger  of  invasion  over,   the   militia  was 
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sent  home  and  Norman  Fox's  service  end- 
ed on  September  twentieth. 

On    March    22nd    1S16.   more  than  a 
year  after  the  close  of  the  war,   Norman 
Fox  was  commissioned    Adjutant    in  the 
same  regiment,  in  1822  Major  and  in  1823 
Lieutenant  Colonel.      He  resigned  in  1824. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  our  family 
should    commemorate    the    centennial    of 
Norman    Fox's    march     from    Chester    to 
Plattsburg  by  making  that  trip  in    auto- 
mobiles in  September  and  attending  the 
centennial  celebration  at  Plattsburg.     We 
do  not  know  the  exact  route  his  regiment 
took    but    between  those  towns  is  a  road 
which    passes    through    one   of  the    most 
beautiful  regions  of  the  state  and  has  re- 
centh"  been  put  in  fine  condition  for  auto- 
mobiles.    Then  also  three  other  towns  in 
which  Norman   Fox    resided  lie    between 
Albany  and  Chestertown  and  could  be  vis- 
ited   en    route.     The    village    which    was 
called  Chester  in  Norman  Fox's  day  is  now 
known   as  Chestertown.    .  It  is  hoped  that 
all  members  of  the  family  who  have  auto- 
mobiles in  New  York,   Massachusetts    or 
Vermont  will   attend  and   take  with  them 
as  many  of  the  cousins  who  have  no  cars 
as  they  can  accommodate.     Automobiles 
from  New  York  City  can  be  taken  to  Al- 
bany on  the  night  boat. 

The  following  itinerary  is  suggested 
for  discussion  by  the  family.  We  should 
leave  Albany  early  in  the  morning  on 
Tuesday,  September  Sth,  or  Wednesday, 
September  gth.  according  to  whether  it  is 
decided  to  make  the  trip  from  Albany  to 
Chestertown  (S3. 9  miles)  in  one  day  or  to 
take  two  days.  The  latter  would  allows 
for  delays  and  give  longer  visits  at  the 
points  of  interest  by  the  way.  From  Al- 
bany we  should  go  15  miles  to  Schenectady 
where  Norman  Fox  once  lived  and  where 
most  of  our  uncles  went  to  school.  Here 
is  also  Union  College  where  Norman  Fox 
was  in  the  Class  of  '17,  Uncle  William  in 
'60,  Uncle  Charles  in  "61  and  Bert  in  '93. 
From  there  it  is  15.9  miles  to  Ballston  Spa 
where  Norman    Fox   lived   before  going  to 


Schenectady  and  where  most  of  ouruncles 
were  born.      Then  we  go  6.7  miles  to  Sar- 
atoga   Springs    noticing  there  the   monu- 
ment to  the  77th  New  York    Volunteers, 
in  which  my  father  (Uncle  Norman)  and 
Uncle    George    served    in    the  Civil  War. 
From  Saratoga  it  is   19.  i    miles  to  Glens 
Falls  where  Norman  Fox  lived  after  leav- 
ing Chester  and  where  Uncle  Alanson  and 
my    father    (Uncle    Norman)    were  born. 
Then  from  Glens  Falls  we  go  9.1  miles  to 
Lake  George  Village,   formerly  Caldwell, 
passing  near  there  the  site  of  the  battle  of 
Lake    George,    in    which  our  great  great 
grandfather  Hezekiah  Baldwin  was  wound- 
ed   on    September  eighth,  1755,  and  near 
which  is  the  ruins  of  Fort  George,  where 
Hezekiah  Baldwin  was  stationed  as  a  Cap- 
tain in  1775.     From   Lake  George  Village 
it  is  iS.i   miles  to  Chestertown  where  we 
shall  spend  the  night  of  Wednesday.  Sep- 
tember   ninth.     Jehiel   Fox   and  others  of 
our  ancestors  are   buried  in   the  cemetery 
there. 

On  the  tenth  we  take  the  ride  of  86. 9 
miles  from  Chestertown  to  Plattsburg  by 
way  of  Schroon  Lake  and  Elizabethtown. 
This  road  passes  along  the  foot  of  the  Ad- 
irondacks  and  is  one  of  the  finest  rides  in 
the  state.  We  shall  spend  all  day  of  the 
eleventh  at  Plattsburg  and  take  in  the 
centennial  celebration.  The  Hotel  Cham- 
plain  at  Bluff  Point  three  and  one  half  miles 
from  Plattsburg  would  probably  be  the  best 
place  to  stay.  The  journey  home  would 
commence  on  Saturday  September  twelfth 
and  could  be  made  either  the  same  way 
or  by  whichever  of  several  possible  varia- 
tions may  suit  anyone's  preference. 

It  is  hoped  that  many  of  the  cousins 
will  take  this  trip  and  it  is  suggested  that 
they  correspond  with  each  other  on  the 
subject  so  that  it  may  be  known  how  many 
are  going  and  that  accommodations  may 
be  arranged  some  time  in  advance. 

Noel  Bleecker  Fox. 
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From  the  Archives. 

(Letter  written  by  Uncle  Charles  to  Uncle  Norman.) 

Camp  Co.  "C"  107th  Regt.  N.  Y.  V. 
Shelbyville  Tenn.  Jan.  29,  '64. 
Dear  Brother, 

Your  welcome  letter  came  to  hand  a 
few  days  ago  and  I  will  now  answer  it,  al- 
though you  may  not  receive  it  very  soon 
as  I  understand  they  are  e.xpecting  you 
home  upon  a  leave  of  absence.  I  will 
write  anyway  for  then  you  will  be  owing 
me  a  letter  which  is  pleasanter  than  to 
have  the  shoe  on  the  other  foot. 

By  the  heading  of  my  letter  you  will 
notice  that  Co.  "C"  has  moved  from  War- 
trace  Bridge  to  this  Utopia  of  the  section. 
It  is  a  pleasant  change  for  now  we  do  duty 
on  brick  sidewalks  and  have  nothing  to 
hinder  our  wearing  our  cleanest  brass  and 
brightest  blue,  are  the  life  of  the  town  and 
the  joy  of  the  girls.  There  are  plenty  of 
them  who  have  been  educated  at  Northern 
boarding  schools,  the  dear  things,  what  a 
blessing  they  are  for  the  poor  suffering 
soldiers.  I  am  suffering  badly,  have  to 
room  in  a  couple  of  lawyers  offices  which 
look  out  on  the  public  square,  board  at 
the  Hotel  and  am  obliged  to  call  on  pretty 
girls  every  evening.  Hard  is'nt  it.  Who 
wouldn't  be  a  soldier. 

This  place  is  noted  for  its  loyalty,  con- 
tains about  5000  inhabitants  and  is  con- 
nected with  the  N.  &  C.  R.  R.  at  Wartrace 
at  which  place  the  remainder  of  our  Reg- 
iment is  stationed  There  are  four  com- 
panies here  under  command  of  Maj.  Bald- 
win, Cos.  A,  C,  D.  &  I.  My  company  is 
quartered  in  a  block  of  buildings  called 
Council  Row. 

I  suppose  you  have  heard  of  the  ad- 
ditions we  have  received  to  our  Regiment. 
The  145th  N.    Y.    \ .    has  been  broken  up, 


their  officers  mustered  out  and  the  men 
divided  among  the  N.  Y.  Regiments  of 
this  Corps.  We  received  5  companies 
containing  about  300  men.  My  company 
now  numbers  62  men  Present  and  78  Pres- 
ent and  Absent,  which  makes  us  quite  a 
respectable  size. 

We  are  e.xpecting  a  number  of  recruits, 
then  we  will  be  something  like  we  were 
when  we  left  Elmira. 

I  received  a  letter  from  George  to-day. 
He  has  got  a  touch  of  war  fever.  I  wrote 
him  to  keep  out  of  the  army,  that  he  was 
well  enough  off  now  without  coming  to 
War.  Good  advice  to  a  brother  if  it  is 
discouraging  enlistments,  don't  you  think 
so. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  enjoy- 
ing Winter  Quarters.  Billy  is  stationed 
at  Wartrace.  I  was  over  yesterday,  to  see 
him,  he  is  well,  ditto  myself.  Not  much 
to  write  about  and  will  close.  Write  soon. 
I  remain 

Yours  Affectionately 

Charlie. 

Family  Anecdotes. 

II 

When  "Little  Norman"  (long  since  a 
grown  up  and  Mayor  of  Manistique)  was 
visiting  in  New  York,  his  Uncle  George 
took  him  to  the  theatre.  Walking  home 
up  Fifth  Avenue,  shortly  before  midnight, 
the  small  boy  noted  the  singular  fact  that 
they  were  not  the  only  ones  "staying  up 
late".  Being  thoroughly  imbued  with  the 
idea  that  supper  ought  to  be  finished  and 
"things  cleared  away"  by  seven  at  the 
very  latest,  he  stopped  suddenly  as  they 
were  passing  the  old  Hotel  Brunswick, 
rooted  to  the  ground  as  it  were  by  mingled 
horror  and  surprise.  Looking  through  the 
brilliantly  lighted  windows  of  the  restau- 
rant at  the  groups  around  the  small  tables, 
he  seized  his  uncle's  arm  and  with  an  ev- 
ident intimation  that  something  ought  to 
be  done  about  it  at  once,  screamed  out, 
"Look!    Look!    thev're    eating  in  there." 
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III 

As  a  small  boy.  Noel  visited  the  Pat- 
ent Office  in  Washington  with  his  father. 
Uncle  Norman  endeavored  to  make  the 
visit  profitable  by  pointing  out  curious  de- 
vices and  making  instructive  comments 
but  hesaidthat  when  N'oel  reached  the  great 
display  of  patented  corsets  it  was  impos- 
sible to  induce  him  to  look  at  anything 
else.  Noel  remarked  that  he  never  knew 
there  were  so  many  different  kinds  of 
corsets. 

Family  News. 

Alice  is  spending  the  summer  at  Man- 
chester, Vt. 

Rob  was  recently  in  New  York  on 
business. 

Bert's  address  is  now  1140  Wood  Ave. 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado. 

Charles  Ivins  has  taken  his  e.xamina- 
tions  for  entrance  to  Andover. 

Howard  attended  his  Vicennial  Re- 
union at  New  Haven  this  year  where  he 
saw  Stuart  and  Howard,  who  were  cele- 
brating their  Triennial. 

The  Round  Robin  Letter  has  at  last 
been  heard  from.  Nellie  wrote  Uncle 
George  on  May  19th  that  she  was  sending 
the  document  to  Suffield  and  added  that  it 
had  been  en  route  for  two  years. 

Bertha  writes  that  Charles  sailed  on 
June  4th  on  the  Berlin  and  expects  to 
spend  the  summer  in  France.  Bertha 
and  the  children  left  for  the  Adirondacks 
on  the  1 3th  of  June  where  they  e.xpect  to 
remain  until  September. 

The   followMng    communications    was 
recently  sent  us  by  Datus  Smith. 
Dear  Mr.  Editor:- 

Your  offer  of  a  plush  covered  album 
as  a  prize  for  the  best  motto  for  the  FOX 
FAMILY  NEWS  shows  you  the  true  edi- 
tor   you    are,  becausf,  you  see,   it  brings 


Home  oj  Norman  Fox  at 
Ballston  Spa.  N.   Y. 

out  real  talent.  Find  mine  below.  To 
save  letter  writing  I  will  say  now  th-^-t  I 
prefer  red  plush,  to  match  our  parlor  pa- 
per, and  please  send  by  parcel  post  tied 
with  strong  string. 

Yours, 
An  Honorary  Member. 
Motto:    .AH    the    News  that's    fit  to    print 
about  the  Fox  Family. 

Cousin  Marie  Wait  writes  as  follows: 
"My  trip  this  summer  is  to  attend  two 
meetings,  an  Exposition  of  the  Book  In- 
dustry and  Graphic  Arts  at  Leipsic  and  a 
meeting  of  the  British  Library  Association 
at  Oxford.  I  expect  to  sail  on  the  Scan- 
dinavian-American Line,  S.  S.  L'nited 
States,  on  July  14th.  The  party,  less  than 
a  dozen  in  number,  consists  mostly  of 
Chicago  librarians.  We  go  directly  to 
Christiania.  From  Bergen  we  take  a  small 
Norwegian  steamer  going  in  and  out  of  the 
fjords  for  a  week.  We  stop  at  Trondhjem, 
Stockholm,  Copenhagen.  Dresden  and 
Leipsic  where  we  meet  a  second  party  of 
librarians  who  come  by  way  of  the  Med- 
iterranean and  Italy.  We  expect  to  have 
an  unusually  interesting  time  in  Oxford. 
I  have  booked  for  my  return  by  my  fa- 
vorite Atlantic-Transport  Line,  S.  S.  Min- 
newaska.  leaving  London  Sept.   12th." 
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The  Family  Athletes. 

In  answer  to  a  request  for  an  ac- 
count of  his  former  athletic  prowess, 
Uncle  George  writes:  "When  a  student  at 
Rochester  there  was  no  college  gymnasium 
and  so  I  attended  one  in  the  city  under  the 
management  of  Prof.  William  Shadders. 
While  I  never  excelled  at  wrestling  or 
putting  up  heavy  dumbells  I  well  remem- 
ber how, on  Exhibition  nights  I  was  usually 
one  of  the  selected  ten  performers  and 
with  my  skin  and  bones  concealed  by  a 
newly  washed  set  of  white  tights  with 
blue  trunks  I  elicited  the  plaudits  of  cer- 
tain young  lady  friends  in  the  audience 
by  my  high  jumping  and  performances 
on  the  horizontal  bar.  As  a  student  in 
Vienna  I  used  to  skate  on  the  rink  before 
the  public.  If  Kaiser  Franz  Joseph  and 
the  other  crowned  heads  of  Europe  did 
not  come  to  see  my  performance  it  was 
wholly  their  fault  and  not  mine.  As  to 
my  brothers  I  remember  that  Uncle  Nor- 
man was  a  gymnast  in  his  youth  and 
rode  his  bicycle  at  70.  Uncle  Charles  was 
a  fine  skater  and  Uncle  William  an  ex- 
cellent swimmer." 

Coming  down  to  our  generation,  we 
see  where  the  Freeman  boys  inherited 
their  unusual  athletic  talent.  Walter 
Freeman  writes:-  "When  the  rules  of 
baseball  were  altered  so  as  to  allow  the 
pitcher  to  deliver  the  ball  by  an  underhand 
instead  of  the  round  arm  pitch  or  toss,  I 
attempted  to  acquire  this  new  motion  and 
was  surprised  to  notice  a  peculiar  action 
of  the  ball  when  I  had  thrown  it.  The 
course  certainly  changed-it  did  not  make 


a  straight  line  but  certainly  curved  in  its 
way  to  a  barn  door  or  wherever  I  happen- 
ed to  be  throwing  it.  That  winter  the 
New  York  papers  discussed  the  subject 
and  the  next  spring  I  was  called  on  to 
demonstrate  it  before  a  learned  audience 
in  the  Chapel  of  the  High  School.  I  con- 
tinued and  perfected  myself,  mystifyingall 
my  opponents  at  bat,  and  for  five  years 
I  was  victor  in  every  game  our  club  play- 
ed. Had  I  been  a  professional,  attached 
to  some  Metropolitan  club,  my  name 
would  have  gone  down  as  the  first  one 
to  pitch  the  elusive  curve  ball.  Baseball 
was  always  my  game.  1  was  also  a 
ground  and  lotty  tumbler,   broad  jumper 
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door  team  Caking  part  in  the  high  jump 
tTiy  record  being  5  feet  3^2  inches.  At 
the  Northfield  Students  conference  in  1900 
I  was  a  member  of  the  Yale  relay  team  at 
the  field  meet  held  July  4.  In  my  first 
year  as  a  member  of  Squadron  A.  (before 
I  put  on  weight)  I  took  part  in  several 
amateur  horse  races  securing  third  place 
in  a  quarter  mile  dash  on  my  pony 
"Billy"  and  second  place  in  a  mile  run 
on  another  trooper's  horse.  For  several 
years  I  participated  in  the  annual  mount- 
ed games  of  Squadron  A." 

Alan  Fox  was  on  the  Andover 
track  team  as  a  high  hurdler  and  broad 
jumper  and  was  on  the  track  team  squad 
at  Yale  for  two  years.  He  is  now  the 
crack  tennis  player  of  the  family. 

Kenneth  MacArthur  says:-  'I  played 
on  the  second  football  team  and  class  team 
at  Worcester  and  at  Harvard  survived  the 
weeding  out  process  for  the  fencing  team 
till  the  last  cut  made,  when  I  was  elim- 
inated.     In    the    7th    Regiment   I    ran   on 


shot  putter,  pole  vaunter.  in  fact  every- 
thing but  a  hammer  thrower.  As  to  my 
proficiency  as  a  wrestler  I  will  add  that  I 
once  received  ten  dollars  from  Mr.  P.  T. 
Barnum  for  sticking  on  the  trick  mule  in 
his  circus." 

Arthur  Fox  played  short  stop  on  his 
Freshman  baseball  team  at  Yale  ('93)  and 
would  doubtless  have  made  the  'Varsity 
team  if  it  had  not  been  for  his  untimely 
death  in  Sophomore  year.  In  his  school 
days  he  was  also  a  first  class  gymnast. 

Alanson  Fox  writes:-  "As  a  school 
boy  in  New  York  City  I  won  three  medals, 
securing  second  place  in  a  mile  walk  and 
mile  run,  and  third  place  in  a  100  yard 
dash  for  boys  under  16  years.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Hotchkiss  School  track  team 
won  second  place  in  the  mile  run  at  the 
Connecticut  Interscholastic  Meet  held  at 
New  Haven  in  1S96.  In  Hotchkiss  I  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Pythian  Society  in- 
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Co.  I.  team  in  igio  and  igii  and  was  in 
the  Heavy  Marching  Order  Relay  Team 
that  won  second  place  in  the  race  open  to 
all  companies." 

Clinton  Ivins  was  a  member  of  the 
hockey  team  at  St.  Paul's,  Garden  City 
and  a  substitute  on  the  baseball  and  golf 
teams.  At  Princeton  he  played  on  the 
University  Golf  team  in  Senior  year  and 
was  a  substitute  for  four  years  on  the 
hockey  team.  He  writes;  "I  played  base 
ball  at  every  opportunity  but  never  shone 
officially  until  this  year  when  I  captained 
the  Princeton  Alumni  of  Plainfield  and 
administered  a  decisive  defeat  to  our  Yale 
colleagues.     I  now  feel  that  I  can  cease 


my  efforts  and  review  my  athletic  past 
with  much  satisfaction." 

Stuart  Freeman  was  on  the  baseball, 
football,  basket  ball  and  track  teams  at 
the  Plainfield  High  School  and  on  the 
football  squad  and  class  basket  ball  team 
at  Andover.  At  Yale  he  played  on  the 
Freshman  baseball  team  and  Freshman 
football  and  basket  ball  squads.  He  was 
later  on  the  University  football  squad  for 
three  years  and  the  pitcher  of  the  Univer- 
sity baseball  team  for  two  years. 

At  the  Plainfield  High  School  Howard 
Freeman  was  on  the  baseball,  football, 
basket  ball  and  track  teams.  At  Andov- 
er he  was  a  memberof  the  gymnastic  team, 
winning  second  prize  in  the  annual  con- 
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test.  At  Yale  he  was  on  the  Freshman 
baseball  and  track  squads  and  in  Sopho- 
more year  was  captain  of  his  class  base- 
ball team  and  and  a  member  of  the  Out- 
law basketball  team.  In  Junior  and  Senior 
years  he  was  also  on  his  class  crew  squads 
and  in  Senior  year  on  the  University 
baseball  squad.  At  Lake  Placid  he  also 
won  prizes  in  swimming  and  diving  con- 
tests. 

At  the  Plainfield  High  School  Edgar 
Freeman  played  on  the  basket  ball  team 
and  his  class  baseball  team.  At  Yale  he 
played  football,  eventually  winning  his 
Y.  as  a  half  back  on  the  University  foot- 
ball team.  He  also  played  on  the  second 
baseball  team  and  in  Junior  year  on  his 
class  basket  ball  team.  During  one  of  his 
vacations  he  won    a  swimming   prize    at 


Lake  Placid. 


H.  F. 


Family  Anecdotes. 

IV 
When  Adaline  was  nine  years  old  her 
grandfather,  to  whom  she  was  very  devot- 
ed, died  at  his  home  in  Nunda.  In  a  let- 
ter of  condolence  to  her  mother  she 
evinced  her  practical  piety  in  the  following 
words;-  "Dear  Mother,  I  feel  so  badly 
that  grandfather  is  dead  but  the  Lord  will 
provide.  Please  send  me  that  twenty-five 
cents  you  owe  me.  Your  affectionate 
daughter,  Adaline." 

Family  News. 

Alanson  has  started  on  a  trip  to  the 
Canadian  Rockies,  the  Yosemite  and  Yel- 
lowstone Parks  with  Mr.  Herbert  Clapp 
of  Locust  Valley. 

At  a  recent  convention  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  Howard  was 
elected  Chairman  of  the  Dermatological 
Section  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Gertrude  arrived  on  the  Zealand  July 
27th.  This  was  the  steamer  that  was 
rammed  in  mid-ocean  by  the  Missouri. 
The  collision  took  place  at  11  20  A.  M. 
before  Gertrude  was  up. 

Martha  and  her  husband,  Dr.  Town- 
send  were  in  the  United  States  for  a  visit 
during  the  early  part  of  the  summer. 
Some  of  us  at  that  time  not  only  had  the 


pleasure  of  seeing  Martha  again  but  also 
of  making  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Town- 
send  who  is  a  delightful  type  of  Irish 
gentleman. 

Bert  writes  from  Aurora,  Nevada  on 
June  nth:-  "Anna  insists  that  she  likes 
this  place  and  is  enjoying  everything 
here,  but  I  must  confess  that  I  don't.  It 
is  by  far  the  worst  camp  that  I  have  lived 
in  since  I  came  west.  Aurora  is  one  of 
the  old  camps  of  Nevada  and  in  the  early 
sixties  was  one  of  the  best  known  in  the 
west  and  produced  some  $60,000,000  in 
gold.  But  for  the  past  35  years  it  has 
been  deserted  until  last  year  when  the 
mines  of  this  company  were  opened  up. 
We  are  60  miles  from  the  railway  and  up 
at  an  elevation  of  S500  ft.  We  are  just 
over  the  California  line  and  the  Yosemite 
Park  is  only  about  30  miles  away  on  the 
other  side  of  the  range.  But  while  the 
park  has  water  and  trees  we  are  in  the 
desert  country  on  our  side  and  have  prac- 
tically no  vegetation  at  all.  The  company 
has  just  finished  putting  up  a  500  ton 
cyanide  plant  to  treat  the  ores  from  the 
mines  and  it  has  been  pretty  hard  work 
to  build  a  mill  so  far  away  from  every- 
thing. But  it  is  finished  at  last  and  I 
hope  to  get  a  little  time  to  draw  my 
breath  for  a  change.  We  will  be  here  for 
another  month  and  then  plan  to  get  back 
to  the  world  again.  I  think  that  Anna 
and  the  "Colonel"  will  go  to  the  coast  in 
California  for  the  summer  but  I  have  to 
put  in  a  month  in  Montana  to  examine  a 
mine  and  then  will  go  to  Wyoming  for  a 
couple  of  months  before  returning  to  Col- 
orado. I  may  have  to  come  East  in  the 
early  winter  and  hope  to  get  to  New  York 
before  returning  to  Colorado.  I  am  look- 
ing forward  to  seeing  the  relations  at  that 
time.  If  I  can  put  off  my  trip  late  enough 
I  will  try  to  time  it  to  take  in  the  Fox 
Dinner." 


Katharine  Fox  Kershnar  died  on   August 
14,   1914  at  Cornine,  New  York.       
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The  Trip  to  Plattsburg;. 

In  the  July  issue  of  the  paper  we  pub- 
h'shed  an  outline  of  a  proposed  automo- 
bile tour  to  Plattsburg.  We  are  glad  to 
say  that  the  tour  was  actually  made  by 
eleven  members  of  the  family  in  four 
automobiles  and  was  pronounced  by  all 
to  be  an  unqualified  success.  During  the 
four  days  of  clear,  cool  weather,  beginning 
September  gth  we  motored  together 
through  parts  of  the  Adirondacks,  Green 
Mountains  and  Berkshires,  Lake  George 
and  Lake  Champlain  and  visited  some  of 
the  old  family  landmarks  as  well  as  the 
homes  of  some  of  the  relatives. 

The  start  of  our  trip  was  made  at 
Albany  with  three  cars.  Adaline  came 
from  Pittsfield  with  Aunt  Elizabeth, 
Nellie  and  John  (chauffeur).  L' ncle  George, 
Howard  and  Tony  (chauffeur)  brought 
their  car  to  Albany  on  the  night  boat  and 
Noel,  Kenneth,  Rachel  and  David  (chauff- 
eur) started  in  Alice's  car  which  had  come 
from  Manchester.  The  first  stop  was  made 
at  Schenectady  where  we  looked  for  the 
three  houses  where  Norman  Fox  had 
lived  and  succeeded  in  finding  twoof  them. 
At  Ballston  we  went  to  the  house  where 
our  grandfather  had  lived  and  saw  the 
famous  "Kayaderosseros"  creek,  at  the 
rear  of  the  old  fashioned  garden,  where 
Aunt  Elizabeth  regaled  us  with  tales  of 
her  youthful  days.  She  told  us  unblush- 
ingly  of  pushing  "Betsy  McVoy's"  little 
boy  into  the  creek  one  day  and  being 
soundly  spanked  for  it.  At  Ballston  we 
also  had  a  few  minutes  chat  with  Mr. 
William  S.  Waterbury  and  his  family  and 


called  upon  George  Clapp.  Before  leaving 
we  visited  the  graves  of  Norman  Fox 
Jane  Freeman  and  our  beloved  L'^ncle 
William.  At  Saratoga,  our  party  was 
completed  by  theadditionof  A daand  Walter 
who  had  motored  over  from  Lake  Bomo- 
seen.  Harry  also  met  us  here  and  took 
the  place  of  his  chauffeur.  At  Chester- 
town  we  visited  the  old  cemetery  and  dec- 
orated the  graves  of  Jehiel  Fox  and 
Jerusha  Baldwin,  his  wife,  and  those  of 
his  sons  Alanson  and  Solyman.  At 
Plattsburg  we  spent  the  night  at  the  Hotel 
Champlain  at  BlufT  Point  where  we  all 
had  one  of  the  cottages  to  ourselves.  In 
the  evening  some  of  us  attended  the  splen- 
did historical  pageant  given  out  of  doors 
at  the  Plattsburg  barracks.  While  we  were 
all  assembled  at  the  cottage  a  letter  was 
read  from  Mason  Trowbridge  who  regret- 
ted his  inability  to  be  with  us  at  Plattsburg 
particularly  as  his  grandfather,  James 
Trowbridge,  had  taken  part  in  the  battle 
as  a  boy  of  i6.  His  grandfather  was  later 
presented  by  Congress  with  a  flint  lock 
musket  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
Mason's  brother,  Mr.  James  R.  Trowbridge. 
On  the  following  day  (Friday)  we 
drove  by  Ticonderoga  to  Lake  Bomoseen 
where  we  spent  the  night.  The  next 
morning  we  visited  Ada  and  Walter's 
summer  home  on  the  lake  and  also  under- 
went the  ordeal  o^  having  a  professional 
photographer  take  our  picture,  while 
grouped  upon  the  steps  of  Tashmoo 
Lodge,  Ada  and  Walter's  cottage.  On 
leaving  our  Bomoseen  cousins  we  contin- 
ued <uir  trip  with  three  cars  to  Manchester 
where  Alice  and  Cousin  Louise  Wait  wel- 
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corned  us  and  gave  us  a  delicious  luncheon. 
At  Manchester  we  left  our  "conductor" 
Noel  and  with  two  cars  continued  to  Pitts- 
field  where  some  of  the  .party  spent  the 
night  with  Adaline  and  Harry.  On  the 
following  day  L'ncle  George  and  Howard 
continued  their  journey^  arriving  at  Glen 
Cove  in  the  evening. 

Our  pilgrimage  to  Plattsburg  was 
certainly  well  advertised,  as  an  account  of 
what  we  intended  to  do  was  published 
in  the  Ballston  Spa  Daily  Journal  on 
.August  2ist  by  Mr.  VVaterbury  and  a  half 
column  article  also  appeared  in  two  of  the 
Plattsburg  papers.  The  account  in  the 
Plattsburg  Republican  of  Sept.  19th  began  : 
".Among  the  interesting  events  of  last 
week,   the   meeting  of  the  Society  of    the 


Descendants  of  Norman  Fox  holds  a 
unique  and  important  place".  The  article 
continued  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  the 
party  and  a  brief  account  of  the  life  of 
Norman  Fox  and  his  connection  with  the 
battle  of  Plattsburg.  It  concluded  by 
saying  that  "Evidence  of  the  sincerity  of 
the  "Fox  Family"  in  keeping  in  touch, 
not  only  with  ancestors,  but  present  day 
members  is  the  semi-monthly  "FOX 
F.AMILY  NEWS"  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  the  connection,  past  and  present  " 

Our  family  tour  was  certainly  a  great 
success  and  made  us  all  wish  that  more 
of  the  family  could  enjoy  a  similar  exper- 
ience next  year. 

H    F. 


THE  PLATTSBURG  TOfRISTS 
Upperro..Je/t  to  right -Kenneth^   Rachd,  Noel,  Harry,  Adaline. 


Lower  row,  left  to  rig 


..ht  —  Walter ,  Nellie,  Autit  Elizabelh,  i  'ncle George,  Ada,  Hoivard. 
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The  Family  Refugees. 

Three  members  of  the  family,  Cousin 
Marie  Wait,  Charles  Fox  and  Edgar 
Freeman,  who  were  in  Europe  when  the 
World  War  broke  out,  have  written  about- 
their  experiences  as  refugees.  While 
these  stories  are  too  long  to'  be  printed, 
they  will  be  sent  out  to  the  family  as  a 
round  robin  letter. 

Cousin  Marie  writes:  "The  Cook  lour 
for  American  Librarians  never  extended 
beyond  Norway.  The  proposed  visit  to 
Sweden,  Denmark,  Germany  and  England 
was  readily  given  up  in  the  anxiety  to 
return  home  as  quickly  as  possible." 
Although  the  war  began  when  the  party 
was  cruising  in  the  fjords,  the  tour  in 
Norway  was  completed  according  to 
schedule.  Our  much  travelled  cousin 
finally  sailed  on  the  Helig  Olaf,  considering 
herself  lucky  to  obtain  accomodations  in 
the  steerage.  The  rooms,  she  said,  were 
small  and  uncomfortable,  the  fare  was  of 
the  plainest  and  the  ship  was  crowded  to 
its  utmost  capacity.  In  addition  to  these 
discomforts  it  was  very  rough  and  the 
weather  extremely  cold  from  the  proximity 
of  icebergs.  Further  zest  was  added  to 
her  trip  by  passing  through  the  mined 
fjord  of  Christiania  and  later  by  the  pos- 
sibility of  being  stopped  on  the  high  seas 
by  war  vessels. 

After  an  enjoyable  summer  in  France, 
Charles  arrived  at  Marseilles  just  in  time 
to  take  the  last  train  to  Genoa  before  the 
railroads  were  entirely  utilized  for  trans- 
portation of  troops.  After  a  sleepless 
night  "without  anything  to  eat  except  a 
petrified   sandwich"  he    arrived   in   Genoa 


in  time  to  board  the  steamer  "Canopic" 
twenty  minutes  before  sailing.  At  Naples, 
where  his  steamer  stopped  for  coal,  the 
stokers  who  were  mostly  Italians,  struck 
and  went  ashore.  The  captain,  however, 
called  their  bluff  and  ordered  the  engines 
started,  when  they  scurried  back  promptly 
to  the  ship.  That  night,  war  was  declared 
by  England  against  Germany  and  the  ship 
in  consequence  proceeded  without  lights. 
After  passing  Gibralter  the  steamer  was 
convoyed  for  24  hours  by  a  British  cruiser 
and  later  spoken  by  two  torpedo  boats. 
In  addition  she  came  within  an  ace  of 
running  down  a  tramp.  The  passengers 
were  eventually  landed  in  Boston,  includ- 
ing three  irate  persons  who  had  tickets 
for  the  Azores. 

Edgar  was  tramping  in  the  Austrian 
Tyrol  with  four  companions  when  the 
European  war  broke  out.  In  travelling 
from  Milan  to  Paris  his  train  would  stop 
frequently  "when,"  he  writes,  "we  would 
have  to  show  our  papers,  buy  new  tickets, 
wait  an  hour  or  so  for  the  next  train  and 
fight  for  standing  rcjom  in  the  corri- 
dors." The  sleepless  nights  en  r<5ute 
didn't  seem  a  hardship  to  Edgar  and  his 
friends  who  had  become  accustomed  by 
this  time  to  roughing  it.  "Paris,"  he  con- 
tinues, "we  found  no  longer  Paris.  No 
busses  were  running,  all  lights  were  out 
at  nine  o'clock,  and  you  could  cross  the 
.'Avenue  de  I'Opera  without  taking  out  an 
accident  insurance  policy.  Paris  was  full 
of  troops  all  the  time,  and  before  we  left, 
the  first  trainloads  of  wounded  began  com- 
ing in.  At  Amiens  we  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  talking  to  some  of  the  wounded 
Tommy  Atkinses.  They  had  a  vague 
idea  of  what  had  happened  to  them  but 
were  fervent  in  their  assurances  that  it 
was  "damn  rough  work."  Edgar's  trip 
was  concluded  by  a  visit  to  London,  where 
he  found  the  "national  sports  of  tea  drink- 
ing and  left  handed  bus  dodging"  were 
going  on  as  usual. 
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Family  Ne^s. 


Charles  Ivins  has    entered  Andover. 

Walter  Freeman  holds  the  long  dis- 
tance automobile  record  having  driven  a 
Madison  car  seVenty  six  thousand  miles. 

Mr.  Howar'd  S.  F.  Randolph,  who  is 
well  known  to  the  family  (and  is  one  of 
our  original  subscribers)  announces  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Leland  Bloomer 
of  New  York. 

All  of  our  readers  who  had  the  good 
fortune  to  know  Rev.  Edward  Judson  will 
regret  to  hear  of  his  death  on  October  24th. 
Dr.  Judson  had  been  a  guest  at  several  of 
our  annual  dinners. 

Howard  recently  spent  a  week  with 
some  members  of  the  Medical  Reserve 
Corps  at  Tobyhanna,  Pa.  where  he  saw 
the  actual  firing  of  shrapnel  shells  by  the 
3rd.  Artillery. 

The  most  exciting  bit  of  news  we  have 
for  this  number  of  the  paper  is  the  an- 
nouncement of  Alans  engagement  to 
Miss  Marion  Dell  Carrere  daughter  of 
Mrs.  John  M.  Carrere  of  New  York. 

One  of  our  new  subscribers  is  Mr. 
William  S.  Waterbury  of  Ballston  Spa 
who  writes:  "I  am  deeply  interested  in 
the  Fox  Family  of  the  three  generations 
which  I  have  known.  "Elder"  Fox  suc- 
ceeded my  father  as  pastor  of  the  Ballston 
Spa  Baptist  Church  and  of  his  children  I 
knew  George  and  "Billy"  the  best." 

Our  latest  subscriber  is  Captain  James 
D.  Fox  of  Aurora,  Illinois.  He  is  a  great- 
grandson  of  Hubbard  Fox  who  was  a  son  of 
Daniel  Fox  of  East  Haddam,  Conn.  Capt. 
Fox  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  a  lawyer 
by  profession  and  a  poet  and  historian- 
During  a  recent  trip  to  California, 
.\lanson  had  a  delightful  visit  with  Bert 
and  Anna  at  Colorado  Springs.  At 
Portland  he  called  upon  Mason's  older 
brother,  Mr.  George  Trowbridge  and  at 
Burlington,  Iowa,  visited  his  college  room 
mate,    Mr.    Lyman    Hedge.  (We  mention 


Mr.  Hedge,  as  we  understand  he  has  in- 
timated that  if  his  name  does  not  appear 
oftener  in  our  columns  his  subscription 
will  not  be  renewed.) 

A  few  months  ago  some  of  us  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  our  charming  little 
cousin,  Louise  Kershner.  During  a  call 
at  Glen  Cove  she  inadvertently  got  off  of 
a  pretty  good  joke  on  her  L'ncle  George. 
She  wandered  out  to  the  green  house  look- 
ing for  her  uncle,  who  was  a  stranger  to 
her.  She  saw  two  men  dressed  in  their 
working  clothes,  one  of  them  being  her 
uncle  and  the  other  "Tony's"  assistant, 
"Dominick".  Being  at  a  loss  to  distin- 
guish the  two  men  she  was  forced  to  ask 
"Which  is  Uncle  George." 

The  following  extracts  are  made  from 
a  recent  letter  from  Anna  to  Ada.  In 
speaking  of  the  Plaltsburg  trip  she  says, 
"I  was  wildly  enthusiastic  for  I  love  any- 
thing historical  and  it  was  such  a  good 
idea  and  so  very  "worth  while".  I  took 
the  picture  (a  copy  of  the  group  taken  at 
Lake  Bomoseen)  over  for  my  family  to 
see  and  they  all  insist  that  we  go  to  the 
New  Year's  meeting  and  were  very  com- 
plimentary. You  know  it  is  of  vital  im- 
portance that  the  "in-laws"  approve  of 
ones  relatives.  We  are  back  in  Colorado 
Springs  for  the  winter  and  perhaps  longer, 
and  have  a  cunning  little  house,  an  ideal 
location  and  fortunately  just  across  the 
street  from  my  father's  house.  We  are 
having  such  good  times  visiting  with  all 
our  old  friends  again." 

New  addresses  of  some  of  the  family 
are  as  follows: 

Montague  Howard,  330  West  95th 
Street,  New  York. 

Kenneth  C.  MacArthur,  Worcester 
Academy,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Noel  Bleecker  Fox,  324  West  S4th 
Street,    New  York. 

Alice  B.  Fox,  49S  West  End  Avenue, 
New  York. 


